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At 4 Council beld at the Council Chamber in 
| Boſton, upon Friday, May 29th. 1 7 2 4. 


Ordered, 
T'; AT Thomas Fitch & DanielOliver,Eſqrs; 
C 


ive the Thanks of this Board to the 
verend Mr. Foſep ſepb Sewall, tor his SERMON 
General Aſſembly the 27th. 


Preach'd to t 
| Currant, being the Anniverſary for the 

| Election of n and that they Deſire 
| a Copy of the ſaid Sermon for the Preſs, 


J. Willard, Secr. 
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Ruling in the F 


u. SAMUEL XXIII. 3, 4. 


IJ be God of Iſrael ſaid, the Rock of Ißrael fpake 
to me, He that ruleth over men muſt be Juſt, 
ruling in the fear of God : 

And be ſhall he as the light of the morning, when 
the ſun riſeth, even a morning without clouds ; 
as the tender graſs ſpringing out of the earth 
by clear ſhining after rain. 


Wes HE laſt Words of great & good 
2 


Men, are accounted Worthy of 
an attentive obſervation, and 
affectionate Remembrance. The 
Words now read are call d the 
laſt Words of David, i e. ſa 

E xpoſitors, Some of the laſt, 
r 227 or the laſt which he ſpake by 
che Spirit of God, aſſiſting and directing him in an 
Extraordinary Manner; or ſuch as he often repeated 
to his laſt breath, f. But indeed a greater than 
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t Mr. Ioci, Mt. Hewy, oo 


David 
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Rulers muſt be Fuft, 
David ishere : He was a Royal Prophet, and ſpake 
5 inſpir'd by the Holy Ghoſt. v. 2. The Spirit of the 

ord ſpake by me, and his Word was in my Tongue. 
The Spirit of God ſuggeſted theſe words to him,and 

overn'd him in the — of them : 2 Pet, 1. 21. 

or the Prophecy came not in old time by the will of 
nan: but holy men of God ſpakte as the); were moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt, They were under the unerri 

idance of this Divine Perſon as to the Matter 2 
Words of the holy Scriptures; ſo that what they 
thus ſpake muſt be receiv d not as the Word of Man, 
but as it is in truth, the Word of G O D. 
AND here I may obſerve by the way, That inaſ- 
much as it follows in the Words of my Text, The 
God of Iſrael ſaid, the Rock of Iſrael ſpake to me- 
Some ſuppoſe here's an intimation of the Three glo- 
rious Perſons in the Trinity; The Father, the GOD 
of Iſrael, the Son, the Rock of Iſrael, and the Holy 


Spirit, TY from the Father and the Son, 


who ſpake by the Prophets, and particularly by the 
Mouth of his ſervant David. Whether this be the 
Truth of this Place or no, It is certainly a funda- 
mental Article of our holy we”. to be firmly 
believ'd becauſe GOD hath reveal'd it. 1 Joh 5.7. 
For there are Three that bear record in heaven, the 
Fiber, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe Three 
ere One, Sing | 

IN the Words of my Text, We may obſerve, 
1. The Perſons ſpeaking : The GOD of Iſrael ſaid. 
GOD 1s in a peculiar Manner the GOD of his 
Iſrael, their Covenant- GOD. The Rock of Ifrae}, 
Cc. by whom, as we have already hinted, ſome 


underſtand the Son of GOD, who is One with his 
| Eternal 


"Ruling in the Fear of GOD. 3 


— 


Eternal Father in the Divine Eſſence, and is the 
Rock on whom the Church is built, the dtrength and 
Support, Defence and Safety of his People. 2. We 
may obſerve, o, or of h . Td me, i, e. To 
David, by way of Precept ; or of me, i, e. of him, 
or bis Houſe, by way of Prediction and Fromiſe. 
3. What is ſaid. He that ruleth over Men —, 
Some underſtand theſe Words as a Prophecy, and 
read them after this manner, There ſhall be a Ruler 
over Men, or among Men, viz. The Meſfab, O 
* tho' he be the inviſible GOD, yet ſhall viſibly ap- 
« pear & Rule among Men. Thus the words con- 
tain a Prophecy of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Son 
of David, and of his Kingdom, who is in an appro» 
riate Senſe, the Zuff One, and being filled with the 
pirit, deſerved this Character in Perfection, both 
reſpecting his Perſonal Qualifications, and the Bleſs 
ſed Fruits of his Reign; which are truly more Plea- 
ſant and of greater and more extenſive Uſefulneſz 
than the Light or Rain of Heaven. And thus it 
may be ſuppos'd that David reflecting on the Ca- 
lamities already brought on his Houſe, and fore- 
ſeeing by the Spirit, that the Glory of it would ſtill 
further decay and fade as a Leaf ; refreſheth him» 
felf with the Conſideration of the Coming of ' the 
Meſfiab, his Son and Succeſſor, and his Lord, in 
whoſe moſt righteous & happy Government, nct his 
Family and People only; but even the whole World 
were to be Bleſſed. And thi Senſe may ſeem to 
be favoured by what hog ya follows, Ver. 5. 
Alibo my bouſe be not ſo with Gad; yet: be hatb 

made with me an Ever/afiing Covenant, ordered in all 
Things and ſure: for this is all my ſuluatian, and all 
my 
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4 | Rulers muſt be Fuſt. 
my  defire, altho' he make it not togrow. But then, 
others underſtand theſe Words as ſpoken to David by 
way of Precept. and fo they are a Declaration 
of the Dut y of Kings, particularly of Solomon hig 
Son and of his Succeſſors the Kings of Iſrael, for 
* whoſe Inſtruction he gives this Rule *, Our Tran- 
{lation favours this Interpretation. And indeed theſe 
Words contain an Excellent Deſeription of the Duty 
of Civil Magiſtrates, of the King as Supream, and 
of ſuch as are under him in place of Power, The 

muſt be Juſt towards Men, which in the large Senſe 
of the Word, comprehends the whole of our Duty 
towards our Neighbour, according to the Place and 
Relation we ſultain, and ſo includes Clemency, 
Mercy, and the like, which in ſome Caſes are Juſ- 
tice. And then this Juſtice to Men muſt flow from 
an inward Principle of holy Fear towards GOD, who 
is the Fountain of all Power, and be regulated by it, 
And then, the 4th Ver. He ſhall be as iþe lig bi of the 
Morning . May be a Deſcription of the Proſpe- 
rity & Glory of ſuch Rulers,and of the happy Fruitg 
and Effects of their Adminiſtrations with reſpect to 
the People under their Government. God will be 
Preſent with ſuch to uphold and ſucceed them, ſo 

that they ſhall come in, and go out before God s 

People in the Strength of the Lord, as the Sun when 

he goeth forth in his might; and come down upon 

them as the Rain, as the ſhowers that water the 

Earth, Pſal. 72. 6. They ſhall be to the Mora: 

World, what the Sun and Rain are to the Natural 
Grear and Extenſive Bleſſings; and their Wiſe and 
Juſt Government will, by the Bleſſing of GOD pro- 


uce Fruits no leſs grateful and beneficial to their 
| People, 
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People. Now, it is with an eſpecial regard to this 
Reading that I have choſen theſe Morus; however 
the other, which may well enough confiſt with it, 
taking So/omon as a Type of Chrill, is fo noble and 
excellent in it ſelf; and fo profitable for us all, and 

articularlv for Civil Rulers to Meditate upon, that 
I ſhall not wholly omit it. In the words then we 
may obſerve theſe Four Doctrine: | 


I. GOD is the Rock of Iſrael. II. The Lord Fes 
us Chriſt hath the Supreme Government over Men 
by God's appointment, and bis People are meſt happy 
under bis holy, guſt, and proſperous A miniflra- 
tions. III. They tba Rule over Men muj be Fuſt; 
Ruling in the Fear of GO D. IV. Such Rulers ſhall 
proſper tbenſelbes by GOD's Bliſing upon them, 
and be made great and extenſive Bling, to their 
People. 


Docr. I. GOD is the Rock of Iſrael. 


THE Rock of Iſrael ſpake to me. This is One 
of the Names and Titles whereby God is pleas'd to 
make himſelf known to his People. GOD is in 
Scripture frequently ſpoken of and ſhadow d forth 
to us under this Metaphor, in which we have ſome 
imperfect Repreſentation of GOD's Everlaſting and 
Unchangeable Being, whoſe Name is ] E nova E, 
and I aM THAT I AM; of his invinſible Power 
of the Stability & Firmnefs of his Counſels, Promi- 
ſes and Providential Diſpenſations in the World. 
Deut. 32,4. He is the Rec, , This Title is gi- 
ven him abcut Six —_ in this Chapter. And then, 
2 HS He 


— Nee ** ſe 4 
td 


6 Rulers muſt be Ju, Tz 


He is the Rock of Iſrael, of his Covenant-People:; 
His Ancient People call him their Rock, v. 3 1. GOD 
is the Strength of Ifracl, their Defence and Strong 
Tower, in whom alone they have a ſure Place of Re- 
fuge when purſued with ——— Evils. If it be 
demanded how that GOD who is a Conſuming Fire 
to. Sinners, becomes a Rock of ſafety & refreſnment 
to any of the Sinful Children of fallen Adam, It 
muſt be ſaid, That the Eternal Son of GOD, who is 
the Great GOD our Saviour, was in the fulneſs of 
Time ſent forth made of a Woman, made under ihe 
Lato, to redeem them that were under the Law : 
He is God-Man Mediator, and in Him GOD is the 
Rock of Salvation to his People. He is in Scripture 
call'd a Rock, 1 Cor. 10. 4. --- Thit Rock was 
Chriſt. The Son of GOD was prefigur'd by the 
Rock mention d, Exod. 17. 6, which being ſmitten 
gave forth waters in abundance, which followed 
the Iſraelites in their Marches thro the dry & bar- 
ren Wilderneſs: For thus the Son of GO D in our 
Nature, having been ſmitten by GOD, when he was 
made a Curſe for his People, became a Fountain 
qpen'd in the Merit of his Obedience, and in the 
abundant Effuſions of His Spirit, whofe Graces and. 
Comforts are as Streams and Rivers of living Wa- 
ters for the comfortable ſupply & refreſhment of his 
People, Jah. 7. 37—39. Again, Our Lord Jeſus is 
laid in Zion --- @ tryed Stone, a precious Corner- 


Stone, a ſure Foundation, Ii. 28. 16. 1 Pet. 6 7. 


On him, God s Spiritual Houſe the Church is built, 
and by him the ſeveral parts are united & ſupported. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt as he is reveal d in his Word, 
and declar d to be the Chriſt, the Son of the living 

8 | i:! — 
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GOD, is th! Rock on which the Church is built, and 


therefore the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt 


it, Marth 16. 19,18, Again, The Son of GOD is 
-unto his People as the Shadow of a great Kock in @ 
eveary Land, Iſai, 32 2. If theſe and the foregoing 
words refer to Hezektab ; yet they are ſuppoſed by 
good Expoſitors to look thro him to Chriſt the great 
Antitype, who affords his People a cool and moſt 
refreſhing Shade under which they may ſit with 

reat delight, being defended from the ſcorching 
Feat of GOD's wrath, from the Curſe cf the fiery 
Law, and from all thoſe Calamities which their Sins 
have deſerved In a Word, He is the Fortreſs and 
Strong Tower to which they may fly for Refuge to 
lay hold on the hope ſet before them, when purſued 
by Revenging Juſtice, and in which they may be 


ſafe from all their Enemies. 


Us k. LET what hath been ſaid Excite and En- 
courage periſbing Sinners to fly to GOD in CHRIST, 
as the Rock of their Salvation, 

AND thus we all are by Nature, dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſins, and Children of wrath. Let us then fly to 
GOD's Name as to our Strong Tower: Let us make 
that Prayer, Pſal.61.2 —— Lead me to ihe Rock that 
it bigber than I, O make haſt to Jeſus Chriſt, and 
by Faith lean & reſt upon him alone for Salvation! 
He that believerh in him ſhall not be confounded, i Pet. 
2. 6. But if the Son of GOD be a ſtone, & rock of 
offence to you, You will ſtumble & fall into Eternal 
Perdition ; and when he ſhall in the Great Day of 
his wrath fall upon you, He will grind 2 to 
powder. Let us then -— be at reſt, till we find reſt 

2 D 2 1 


| Rock, and can expect nothing 


td 


* Rulers muſt be Juſt, 


in Jeſus Chriſt ; who will Save to the Uttermoſt all 
that come to God by him ; for He is a Rock, and 
his work is perfect. Let us build our hopes of 
Eternal Life upon this Rock, that ſo whatever Storms 
of temptation and trouble ariſe and beat upon us, 
our building may ſtand : See Mar. 5.24.---27. If we 
are intereſted in CHRIST, and vitally United to 
him by his Spirit dwelling in us, & by a true Faith, 
we may then amidſt all the Changes & threatning 
Evils of this Life, rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſus, and ſing 
with the ſweet Pſalmiſt of If acl. 2 Sam. 22.47. Ihe 
Lord livetb, and bleſſed be my R ck, and Exalted be 
tbe Gol of the rock of my Salvation. 
2 L ET the Enemies of God's Church and People 
be Fail, and. deſiſt from their wicked Enterprizes, 
IN oppoſing God and Chriſt, you run againſt a 
but to be broken in 
ieces. We read of the dr #e cut out without bands, 
4% it ſmote ths Image upon bis feet that were irn 
aul clay, and brake them to pieces 1. Let the Com- 
Hinations of the Enemies of God's People be ever 
Jo ſtrong and numerous, that word ſhall in the Con- 
cluſion be fulfill'd in them; Iſai.8. 9. Aſſociate your 
ſelves, O ye peo ple, and ye ſhall be broken in piect a.. 
3. LET this People be Exborted & Encouraged 10 
Look to, and Truft in the LO RD for Saivati.n. 
OUR Fathers truſted in the Lord, and he delive- 
red them. Let us then be encourag'd under all the 
dark Providences which paſs over us, to Truſt id 
the Lord. and Stay upon our God : Who is Eternal 
and Unchangeable in his Wiſdom, Power, Goodneſs, 


Mer y & Covenant Faithfulneſs. Iſai. 26 4. Truſt )e 
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in the Lord for ever : for in the Lord IR HñoVAR is 
everlaſling Strength, Heb. The Rock of Ages. Tho? 
weare a very degeneratePeople,yet we may humbly 
Call upon the Lord, as our Covenant God He hath 
ſtretched out our Heavens, and laid the foundation 
of our Earth, and formd us a People for himſelf. 
It is true, we have by our great degeneracies given 
GOD reaſon to complain of us ſomething as of his 
ancient People, Deut. 32. 15. But Feſhurun waxed fat 

and kicked ——, then he forſook God which made 

im, and lightly eſteemed the Rock of his Salvation. | 

| e have been in an high degree unmindful of the | 

Rock that begat us, and forgotten God that formed | 

e us. We have provoked God to Jealouſy by our | 

| 


4. hainous iniquities, and now God provokes us to 

a anger with a fooliſh Nation. We muſt ſay of our 

n FF Enemies, Their Rock is not as our Rock; But alas! 

S, Our Sins have in a dreadful meaſure ſeparated be- 

a # tween us and our God, and he refuſeth to give us 

1- If thoſe Tokens of his gracious Preſence, and to fight 

2x & our battels, as formerly hath been Experienc'd, | 

1» &F when our Enemies were numurous, and we but a | 

ir © few comparatively. And ſhall we go on to provoke | | 

„the Lord by our Sins till our Rock fell us, quit Vis | 

ro intereſt in & relation to us”, O let us not do it? | \ 
For if God leave us, our Defence and Glory are de- 

2 I} parted. Let us not go from God with a e | 

e back(liding; but let us Return to him by ſincere 4 

u I} Repentance ; lay hold of his ſtrength and make 

1 & Peace with him. Then we might hope to ſee that 

3, good word fulfilled in us. Deut. 33. 27. The Eternal 

e Gad ir thy refuge: — and be ſhall tbruſt out ihe 

Enemy from before thee, and ſhall ſay, deflroy mw 
b ; 8 | 0 C » of 
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D oc r. II. THE Lord Jeſus Chriſt bath the Sus 
preme Government over Men by God's appoint- 


ö 2 


; 7 uſt, & Proſperous Adminiſtrations. 


ment, and his People are moſt happy under his Holy, 


W E have already obſerved that ſome Read theſe 
Words as a Prophecy; There ſhall be a Ruler over 
Men, Cc. and apply them to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


the Son of David, in whom the Covenant of Royalty | 


made with David, in which GOD promis'd, 
That his Throne ſhould be as the days of Ideas en, Pſal. 
89. 29. had it's full accompliſhment. Agreably, 
We have that Promiſe of the Meſſab, our Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt, Iſai. 11. 1-4. There ſhall come forth a Rod 
our of tbe ſlen of Jeſſe : —— And the Spirit of the 
Lord ſhall reft upon him, the Spinit of wiſdom and un- 
derſtanding, the ſpirit of counſel & might, the ſpirit 
of knowledge, and the fear of the Lord And ſhall 


make him of quick Underſtanding in the fear of the 


Lord, and be ſhall not judge after the fight of his eyes, 
at with Rigbreouſneſs ſhall he judge the poor.— 
And we have the happy fruits of his Government 
deſcribed in the ſame Chapter, 6--9, v. Here I 
would ſpeak to a few particulars very briefly. 


1. THE Lord Feſus Chriſt bath the Supreme Go» . 


vernment over Men by G O D's appointment. The 
Son of GOD is the King of Glory. He is Over all 
God bleſſed for ever, Rom. 9. 5. All things were 
made by bim, Joh.1.3. And therefore his Govern- 
ment over all Creatures, as he is GOD, is natural ar d 
neceſſary, for he 18 eſſentially One with the Father 
and the Spirit, Equalin Power. Glry, But 1 
3 this, 
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this, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath a Delegated & Mes 
'* 8 diatorial Kingdom as he is the Son of GOD Incar- 
— nate, the only Mediator between GOD and Man, 
„and the Saviour of his People. Iſa. 9. 6, ). Unto ws 
a child 1s horn, and the Government ſhall be 
upon bis ſhoulder : and bis Name ſhall be called, Won 
ſe ge, ful, Counſellor, the mighty God, the Everlaſting 
'r Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increaſe of bis 
ſt¶ Government & Peace there ſhall be no End, upon the 
Thrane of David, and upon his Kingdom, to order it, 
1, and 10 eftabliſh it with judgment & with juſtice, from 
I. benceforth even for ever: The Zeal of the Lord of 
„ hoſts will perform this. Now in this reſpe& the 
„ EMetliah is GOD's King in a ſingular and moſt tran- 
d ſcendent manner, and is Exalted by GOD the Fa- 
' ther as the Reward of his meritorious Obedience in 
his Humiliation. Phil. 2.8, 11. And being found in 
oſhion as a man, be bumbledhimſelf, and became obe- | 
dient unto death, even the death of the Croſs. Where- | 
fore God alſo halb highly exalted bin, and given bim | 
a Name which is above every Name, Thar at ihe 
Name of Feſus every knee ſhould bow —. Not as 
if we were obliged to bow our Bodies whenever the \ 
etters and Syllables of the Name Zeſus are pro- 'Y 
nounced ; for Joſhua is call'd Jeſus in Heb. 4. 8. 1% 
And ſome of the Creatures here mentioned, have no | 
nees to bow. It muſt ſignify therefore, that all 4 
uſt pay homage to the Perſon ſignified by this | 
ame, and be in Subjection to him either freely or J 
dy conſtraint, This Kingdom of CHRIST of which 1 
ve are now ſpeaking is a Univerſal Kingdom, a Do- | 
minion which Ruleth over all. He is be King of j 
a, Rer. 19. 16. The Son of GOD is the, | 
n A OS Wo 


= A ——— — — 
12 | Rulers muſt be Fuſt, 


Supreme Ruler of Heaven and Farth : A/ power it 
given unto hin in beaven and in earth, Matth. 2818. 
The holy Angels are ſubjell to him: They Worſhip 
him and ſtand about his Throne as miniſtring Spi- 
rits, Heb. 1. 6. Ife. 6. 1,2. The Devils are ſubjetted 
by Conqueſt : Col. 2. 15. Having ſpoiled principali- 
ties & powers, ——triumphing over them——», Our 
glorious Lord, who is the Seed of the Woman, hath 
bruiſed the Serpent's Head. Again, The ubole 
Worll of Mankind is under the Government of 
CHRIST. The Father hath given him Fower over 
all fleſh, Joh. 17. 2. Whether they be Ele& or Re- 
probate, Good or Bad, our Lord Jeſus is in a large 
ſeuſe King over them all. He Rules in the midſt of 
his Enemies, Pſal. 110. 2. He hath a Rod of Iron 
to daſh in pieces his implacable Enemies, and muſt 
ſit at God's Right Hand, till all of them are made bis 
foorftorl, ver. 1. The Shields of the Earth belong to 
him, even 4% Rulers, who ought by their Office to 
be as Shields to protect and defend their People from 
Injaries. All Governments are under him, and be- 
long to him, who is he blefſed and only Potemate,--- 
I Tim. 6. 13. It is owing to his good Providence 
that there's any good Order and civil Peace among 
ſinful Men, and that ſome heathen Rulers have 
been Benefactors to their People. GOD the Son, 
who is called he Wiſdom of God, Luk. 1149. ſpeaks, 
Prov. 8. 15. By me Kings reign, and Princes deeree 
Juſtice. When ever they are enabled to Execute 

_ Tuſtice,this is from CHRIST, tho the Heathen know 
him not. But then, our Lord is in a peculiar fenſe, 
the King of bis Church & People, whom he Governs 
dy lus Word and Spirit: Pfal. 2.6. 1 ſer my King 
Er OO on 
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on my holy bill of Zion. And He hath a peculiar 
Reſpe& to their Welfare in the Exerciſe of his Go- 
vernment, Eph. 1. 22. And hath put all things un» 
der his feet, and gave him to be the Head ober all 


— — 


things to the Church. And here we may take notice 


of Chriſt's viſible and inviſible Kingdom, as the 
Church falls under a two-fold conſideration in Scrip- 
ture. The Vyſeble Church is in Scripture call'd the 
Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. 25. 1. which conſiſts. of 
thoſe that Openly profeſs ſubjection to Chriſt & bis 
Laus, and of tbeir Seed. CHRIST is the Lord of his 
own Houſe, the Church, and hath in his Word, which 
is his Rod or Scepter, given thoſe Laws and Ordi> 
nances by which he wilt have it govern'd ; to which 
are annexed Promiſes & Threatnings, as Sanctions. 
The Goſpel is the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, The Lud 
is our Law-giver, the =F is our King, I/ i. 33. 22. 
Accordingly, He charged his Apoſiles, and their Suc- 
ceſſors to the End of the World, To teach bis ſubjetts 
to obſerve whatſoever he bad commanded, and then 
promi ſeth them bis gracious Preſence always even unto 
tbe End of the World, Mat. 28. 19, 20. His Will re- 
vealed in his Word 1s the Rule and Meaſure of our 
Obedience; from which nothing may be taken, to 
which nothing may be added,if we would avoid that 
dreadful Curſe, Rev. 22. 18, 19. Again, Our Lord 
in the Execution of his Kingly Office, hath appointed 
Ogicers in his Church to feed and rule his People in 
his Name, and according to his Word, Eph. 4. 11, 12. 
whoſe power is not /ord/y, but ſtewardly and mini- 


feerial under Chriſt, 1 Per. 5. 3. Now, theſe things 


belong to Chriſt's viſible Kingdom upon Earth. in 
which he governs 3 by his own Laws, Oſfi - 
40-2 ( cers, 
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cers, Cenfures&c. And therefore it is moſt intolle- 
Table Preſumption for any to require the Church 
and People of GOD to obſerve the Traditions of 
Men, and fo to do what in them lies to make void 
Chriſt's Law. As Chriſt ſays to the Phariſees, Mat. 
25. 6, --- Thus have ye made the Commandment of 
God of none effect by your tradition: Or unlorded 
it, as the word ſignifies. This is indeed to ſnatch at 


à flower of Chriſt's Crown, how light ſoever Men 
may make of it; and when he comes to Judgment, 


will be found Crimen leſs Majeſtatis, High Treaſon | 


againſt the King of Heaven. Such is the Uſurpati- 
on of Antichriſt, who Oppoſeth and Exalteth bim ſelf 
above all that is called God, Whom the Lord ſhall 
Conſume with the Spirit of bis Mouth, and ſhall De- 
roy with the brightneſs of bis coming, 2 Theſ. 2.4—8. 
Surely then, it much concerns the ſubze&s of Chriſt, 
as they wou'd approve themſelves loyal to him, and 
conſult their own ſafety, to ſtand a great way off 
from Roman Antichriſtian, in their Principles and 
Practices, leſt when ſhe ſhall fall, (as we are ſure 
ſhe ſhall and rife no more, Rev. 18. 2, 21. ) they be 
terribly ſhaken: Rev. 18. 4. Come out of her 
ny people, that ye be not partakers of her ſins, and that 
Ye receive not of ber plagues. 


BUT to proceed, the things but now mentiond 
belong to the viſible diſpenſation of Chriſt's King- 


dom upon Earth, under which Maltitudes are com- 
prehended that are not ſavingly Converted. But 
then, there are a Number whom GOD hath cheſen in 
Chriſt, before tbe foundation of the World, that they 
ſhould be holy, and without blame before him in love,---- 
Epi, 1. 4. who are in all Ages effectually Call'd by 

; EE : *. - the 
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the Holy Spirit, and made willing in the Day of 
God's power. Now of theſe it may be ſaid that the 
Kingdom of God is within them, Luk 15. 21. When 
this glorious King rides forth proſperouſly on the 
Word of Truth, He ſubdues his Ele&, who were E- 
nemies in their Minds to the obedience of Faith, ac- 


| cording to the working of his mighty power. Theſe 


Experience the Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, Tit, 3. 6. 
They are born again, from above, born of water & of 
the Spirit, and ſo enter into the Kingdom of GOD, 
Joh. 3. 3, 5. There's a Saving & Supernatual Change 
wrought on all the powers of their Souls, whereby 
they are deliver'd from the power of darkneſs, and 
tranſlated into the Kingdom of GO D's dear Son. 
Their Underſtanding is Enlightned, their Wills Re- 
newed, and they are enabled from their hearts to 
Receive Jeſus Chriſt as their Prince & Saviour, and 
to ſubmit to him; ſaying with them, Iſai. 26. 13. 
O Lord our God, other lords beſides tbee have bad do- 
minion over us: but by thee only will we make men- 
tion of thy Name. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt Rules in 
their hearts hy his Spirit dwelling -in them, and 
cauſeth them to walk in his ſtatutes and keep bis judgę- 
ments ,Ezek 36.27. And inaſmuch as by his 
Grace they come up to the Terms of the New Cove- 
nant, He gives them a ſure title to all the Privileges 
and Immunities, Bleſſings & Benefits of the Gœſpel 
Charter; fuch as Juſtificatton, Adoption, ſupport 
under Temptations & Afflictions, Victory over all 
Enemies, the Conſolations of the Spirit, Perſeverance 
in Grace, Fc. To which I may add, The Protection 
and Proviſion of his good Providence, reſpecting 
their outward Man. Again, *uch are the Reſt of 
C 4 their 
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their departed Spirits in the Paradice of God, their 
glorious Reſurrection, when their vile Body ſhall be 
changed & faſhion'd like to Chriſt's glorious Body; 
and they ſhall obtain Salvation with Eternal Glory. 
For when the Son of Man, to whom all Judgment 1s 
committed, ſhall come in his glory, and all the holy 
Angels with him ; when he ſhall be Revealed in 
flaming Fire, — taking Vengeance of thoſe that 
know not God and that obey not the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Then will he appear to their Sal- 
va ion, Mat.25. 2 Theſ. 1.7. 8, 9. Heb 9.27. | 
2. OUR Lord Jeſus Chrift is moſt Holy & Righ- 
Yeous in all the Adminiſtrations of his Government, 
He is in Scripture often call d the Juſt or Righteous 
One, I/. 53. 11. Acts 3. 14.--- The Holy One, and 
the Faſt. The Man Chriſt Jeſus was anointed with 
the Gifts & Graces of the Spirit in an Extraordinary 
manner. GOD giveth not the Spirit by meaſure to 
him. In a particular manner, He was moſt emi- 
nent for his holy Fear of GOD, and Juſtice to Men. 
Yea i» perfect and excellent was the Obedience of 
this Divine Perſon in our Nature, that he is of Gd 
made unto bis people righreouſneſs. He is Febovab 
our Righieouſn:ſs, Jer. 22. 6. And as to what con- 
cerns his Government, of which we are now ſpeak- 
Ing, it muſt be ſaid unto him, Pfal. 45.6,7.--- O God 
zbe Scepter of thy Kingdom is a right Scepter. Thou 
loveſt Rizhteouſneſs, and hateſt wickedneſs---, The 
Son of GO!) is the true Melchiſedeck, the King of 
Regbteouſn'ſs;, and in this reſpect is the Man after 
God's own heart in a more Exalted ſenſe than David 
ever was. Iſai. 1 1. 5. And Righteouſneſs ſhall be the 
gird.e I bis loins.— 9. d. It ſhall adorn him, and 
* be 
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« be the Glory of his Government; and it ſhall con- | 


«+ ſtantly cleave to him in all his ad miniſtrations f. 
The Laws of Chriſt are holy and righteous altoge- 
ther, and ſo are all his Adminiſtrations. The Laws 
of his Kingdom are every way ſuited to make his 
Subjects good & har py, & he is moſt juſt & impartial 
in the Execution of them. Shall not the judge of all 
the Earth do right ? moſt certainly he will. Being 
God & Man in One Perſon, he cannot Err. Even 
when the Som of GOD goeth forth againſt his Ene- 
mies it is to Execute 1 Rev. 19, 11.— 
In righteouſneſs he doth judge and make War. 


3. HIS Obedient People are moſt happy under his 
Righteous & Proſperous Government. He ſhall be 
as the light of the morning——, as the tender grafs 
ſpringing out of the Earth by clear ſhining aſter Rain, 
Apply theſe Metaphors to Jeſus Chriſt, who is the 
Light of the World, that grear Light which makes 
and rules the Goſpel Day, and they are perfectly 
out-done. The Sun in the Firmament in all it's 
Light and Glory, is but a dark ſhadow of this Sus 
of Righteouſneſs who 1s Light, and in whom there 
is no Darkneſs at all, the Brightnefs of the Father's 
Glory, and the Fountain of all Divine Knowledge, 
Life & Comfort. When he aroſe the Day ſpring jr om 
on higb, viſited bis People, to give light ts them that ſat 
in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death, Luk. 1. 78,9. 
We have the flouriſhing happy State of the Goſpek 
Church deſcribed, Iſa. 60. 19. The Sun ſball be no 
more thy light by day, — but the Lord ſhall be ur + 
to thee an everlaſting light, and thy God thy g'ory. 
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When the Son of God is pleas'd to cauſe his Face to 
ſhine upon his People, then their Righteouſneſs 
goeth forth as brightneſs, and their Salvation as 4 
lamp that byrneth, What are the precious Fruits 
brought forth by the Sun? ſurely not comparable 
to the Fruits of Chriſt's Kingdom, which is Righteouſ- b 
neſs, and Peace, Q Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Wo read 
Pſal. 84. 1 1. For the Lord God 1s a Sun,. — the Lor C 
w;ll give grace and glory: no good thing will be with- 0 
- bold from them that walk wuprightly. And thus we fl 4 
have the bleſſed Influences of Chriſt's Government If | 
compared to the Rain, Pal. 72. 6, 7. He ſhall come ¶ © 
down like Rain, — as ſhowers that water theEarih---, i © 
In his days ſhall. the Righteous flouriſh. By bis b 
Dodlrine which drops as the Rain, and by the ſweet i © 
and benign Influences of bis Spirit, he cauſeth his I © 
People to abound in the peaceable Fruits of Righte- I 
ouſneſs. We have the Bleſſings of Chriſt's Kingdom 1 
deſcribed, Iſa. 32. 1. Bebold a King ſhall rein in 0 
Righteouſneſs, --- a man ſhall be--- as rivers of water t 
in a dry place. ver. 15. Until the Spirit be poured e 
n 
P 
1 
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out upon us from on bigh, and the wilderneſs be a 
Jruuful Field. ver. 17. The Work of Righteouſneſs 
ſhall be Peace, c. Thus Iſa. 44. 3, 4. Iwill pour 
water upon him that is thirſiy, and flouds upon the dry 
ground: I will pour my ſpirit upon thy ſeed, and my 
birffung upon thine off ſpring : And they ſhall ſpring 
uh as anong thegraſs, as willows by the water courſes. 
As the Earth is enriched with theRiver of God which 
is full cf Water; ſo our Lord by pouring out his Spi- 
nt in plentiful meaſures,Creates a River the Streams 
whereof makes glad the City of God ; and hisChur- 
ches are as fruitful Fields, as watered Gardens 
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which the Lord hath bleſſed, bearing all manner of 
pleaſant Fruits. 
APPLICATION. 


T wou'd improve this Doctrine in a Word of Ex- 
bortation, And that particularly directed, 

1. TO our Honoured Rulers with all Humility. 
Give Glory to the Son of God by ſubmitting to bis 
Government, and by employing all your Power for the 
Advancement of bis Kingdom. GOD ſpeaks to Ru- 
lers whether Supream, or Subordinate, in their limi- 
ted Dominions ; Pſal. 2. 12. Kiſs the Son leſt be be 
engry, and ye periſh from the way Lou muſt 
bow down and adore this glorious King, and Submit 
to his Government. This you are oblig'd to as much 
as the meaneſt under your Government; and the 
rather becauſe in his Governing Providence he hath 
ſet you over his People. You mult yield an hearty 
Obedience to the Laws of CHRIST's Kingdom in 
the Exerciſe of Faith, Repentance and New Obedi- 
ence ; and by a profeſs'd Subjection to the Govern- 
ment & Ordinances he hath appointed in his Church. 
Particularly, you ſhould look to it, that when the 
People of God are calld to fit with the King at his 
Table, your Seat be not empty. h 

INDEED it doth not pertain to you to Admi- 
niſter the Ordinances of Chriſt's Houſe; however it 
is your Province to be as Guardian Angels round the 
Church and People of GOD, to defend them in their 
Religious as well as Civil Privileges, that they may 
lead quiet and peaceable Lives in all godlineſs and 
honeſty. Furthermore, It ought to be your Care 
and Endeavour to Enlarge the Kingdom * the 

reat 


— — * 


. —_— 


20 Rulers muſt be Fuſt, 
Great GOD our Saviour. by taking proper Methods 
to Goſpelize the dark Corners of this Land; and 
to ſpread the Savour of the Knowlege of CHRIST 
among the Aboriginal Natives, that they who dwell 
in the Wilderneſs may bow before him. If you do 
thus fall in with GOD's great deſign of Glorifying 
his Son JESUS CHRIST, he will Honor you; for 
in ſo doing you Honor GOD himſelf, and the Lord 
faith, —-Them that Honour me, I will Honour, 
1 Sam 2. US 15 

2. I tod beſeech my Reverend Fathers & Bre- 
thren in the Miniftry ta ſuffer the Word of Exhorta 
ration. Uſe. your beſt Endeavours to Fromote the 
Intereſis of CHRIST's Kingdom. You are by 
yourOthce in an eſpecial manner obliged to ſeek the 
Proſperity of Chriſt's Kingdom upon Earth. Permit 
me then, tho moſt unworthy, to ſuggeſt a few things 
very brit fly. CHRIST's Kingdom is not of this 
World, and conſequently, our Work is Spiritual, 
and lies principally with the Souls of Men, about 
their Eternal State. The great and important Er- 
rand upon which the Son of GOD ſends you, 1s 
to turn Sinners from Darkneſs to Light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive 
forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance among tbem 
which are ſunttified by faith in bim, Acts 26. 18. As 
alſo to build up his obedient Subjects and followers 
on their moſt holy Faith. Now for this End, we 
muſt Preach the Word of the Kingdom, and not ſhun 
fo declare the whole Counſel of God. We muſt 
Preach not our ſelves, but CHRIST JESUS the 
Lord. The great Scope and Deſign of our Preaching 
muſt be to Glorify GOD, by winning Souls unto 

CHRIST, 
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CHRIST, and advancing his Kingdom more & more 


in the hearts of his People. We muſt therefore de- 


termine, as the Apoſtle Faul did, 1 Cor. 2. 2. Net to 
know any thing ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified, 
Jeſus Chriſt in his Natures, Divine & Numane, in the 

yſterious & wonderful Conſtitution of his Perſon, 
in his Offices, and in the ineſtimable benefits of his 
Kingdom; eſpecially in that Great & Comprehen- 
ſive One, the ſending his Holy Spirit; muſt be the 
great ſubject of our Preaching, Yea, whatever ſub- 
ject we inſiſt upon, as we ought toExplain & Enforce 
the great duties of theMoralLaw, we muſt ſpeak the 
Truth as it is iu JESUS ; for, as a Learned Divine 
Obſerves, © Chriſt Jeſus the Lord is the Sum and 
© Center of all revealed Truth; neither is any thing 
© to be preached unto Men, as an object of their 
faith, or neceſſary element of their Salvation, which 
* doth not ſome way or other, either meet in him, or 
refer unto him ? *. We muſt declare unto Men 


the abſolute Neceſſity of their beingUnited toChrift, 


by his Spirit dwelling in them, and by a living 
Faith, that ſo they may be juſtifyed thro his per- 


fect Righteouſneſs imputed to them; of their being 


Created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works,and of their 
living by the faith of the Son of God, if they would 
ſerve God acceptably in this World, and Prepare 


for his heavenly Kingdom. 


AND then, if we wou'd approve our ſelves loyal 
and faithful to Jeſus Chriſt, we muſt take Care to 
Teach his People to Obſerve wharſoever He hatb 
Commanded ; doing our utmoſt in our Places that his 
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Worſhip & Ordinances may be kept Pure & Entire 
according to Scripture-pattern ; for indeed all Un- 
fcriptural additions to the Worſhip of God, are Cor- 
ruptions of it; agreeably we have that threatnin 
Iſai. 29. 13, 14, — Their fear towards me is taught 
by the Precepts of Men: Therefore bebold, I will pro- 
ceed to do a marvellous work among this people : —- 
for the wiſdom of their wiſe men ſhall periſh 
The Word of GOD muſt be our Rule & Directory 
reſpecting Doctrine, Diſcipline & Worſhip. We 
muſt take Care to maintain a godly Diſcipline in the 
Churches of Chrift, obferving that Word, Jer. 15- 19. 
— If thou take forth the precious from the vile, 
Zhou ſhall be as my mouth: let them return unto thee, 
but return not thou unto them. In a word, We mult 
be Enſamples to the Flock over which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath made us Overſeers, going before God's People, 
In an holy, humble, blameleſs, fruitful Converſation, 
being our ſelves Conformed to the Image and Exam- 
ple of our glorious Lord. 1 Tim. 4. 12. --- Be thou 
an Example cf the Believers, in word, in converſation, 
zu charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity. We are in 
an eſpecial manner obliged to take heed we be not 
conformed to this World in its evil Cuſtoms and cor- 
rupt Practices; but that we be transform'd by the 
Renewing of our Minds, that we may prove what 
is that good, and acceptable & perfect Will of God. 
That word of our Lord is ſeaſonable for us, Rev. 16. 

15. Bebold, I come as a Thief, Bleſſed is be that watch- 
eth, and keepeth his garments, left be walk naked, and 
hey ſee his ſhame. 

1 would here ask leave further to mention a few 
Uings by way of bumble Inquiry, 13 
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the Study of theſe nk However there is won 
Ee ow 


Ruling in the Fear of GOD. * 23 


IS it not needful that the Word of Chriſt, which 
is the Rod of his Strength whereby he ſubdues thoſe 
that were Enemies, and then Rules them as his 
willing People, Should be Pablickly Read in our 
Churches ? I ſuppoſe it will be readily granted that 
Reading the Scriptures is a pars of Religious Worſhip z 
and doth not GOD require that we ſhould own Hume 
as our Law-giver, by making this @ part of Publick 
Worſhip ? Is not this an Ordinance by which, to- 
gether with Preaching, this glorions Light of the 
Goſpel ſhould be held up & held out in the Churcheg 
which are compar'd to golden Candlefticks * The 
Teachers Endeavouring, as there may be need of it, 
to Cauſe the People to Underſtand the Reading, 
Deut. 31.11. Ai, 15. 21. Col. 4. 16. | 


Again, ARE theſe Churches ſufficiently furniſbd 
with Officers to attend the weighty Services of Feed» 
ing, Ruling and Watching over the Flocks > When 
as there is but One Elder in by far the greateſt part 
of them. Is not the Work too heavy for One Man ? 
And are there not ſome Caſes in which it will be 
very difficult if not impracticable for the Church ta 
act according to our Conſtitution, as when the 
Paſtor is perſonally Engag'd in a Controverſy with 
any of the Brethren ? It was thedeclar'd judgment 
of theſe Churches, as appears by the Flarforw, that 
there are Officers belonging to the Elder ſhip, who are 
to attend the Work of Spiritual Rule in the Church, 
together with the Paſtors ; Tho they do not Labour 
in the Word & Doftrine. Now our Fore-Fatherg 
were holy Men, and gave themſelves very much to 
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for an Appeal. Nevertheleſs, What ſaith the Scrip- 
ture? Rom. 12 7, 8, 9. 1 Tin. 5. 1). 1 Cor. 12. 28. 

Again, OUG UT there not to be ſome further 
Care taken of the Children of the Covenant, in the Ex- 
erciſe of the bolyWatch &© Diſcipline of theſe Churches? 
We have been ſeeking to GOD to pour out His 
Spirit upon the Rifing Generation. What is further 
to be done? Might not a general Agreement for 
| Paſtoral Viſits, by the Bleſſing of God, ſerve this, 
and other good Purpoſes in a Pay of Temptation 
and ONT: | 

Again, DO TH not the Inſtitution of the Office of 
4 Deacon, as a ſtanding Office in the Church, ne- 
ceſſarily ſuppoſe that the Head of the Church, who 
Rid, the Poor ye have always with you, requires his 
C .urches to declare their profeſs'd Subjection to his 
Goſpel, by (his particular Expreſhon of Love, the 
Charitable beſt,wing Alms on his poor Members ? 
And is it not required that the Deacons ſhould be ſo- 


lemnly ſeparated to their Work by Prayer with the 


laying on of Hand,? Acts 6. Phil. 1. 1. 

_ DOTH not GOD in his Word and by his Pro- 
vidence call aloud to theſe Churches to be Zealous 
and Repent, and do their Firſt Works ? Is it not high 
time for us to Inquire into the ground of the Contro- 
verſy between GOD and us, 1n that his Spirit is ſo 
far withdrawn from us ; and to conſider what is in- 
cumbent upon us 1n a way of Duty, that GOD may 
draw nigh to us in a way of Grace and Favour, and 
Revive his Work among us——. That the Son of 
GOD may continue to walk in the midj} of the Gol- 
den Candleſiicks, and to bold the Stars in bis Righe 
, ett 
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I ſpeak theſe things in weakneſs and fear, under 
the ſenſe of my great Defects in the Work of the 
Miniſtry, upon the account of which Tam unworthy 
to be calld a Miniſter of CHRIST, 


3. LET this Word of Exhortation be directed to 
the Body of this People. Be perſuaded to ſubmit 
to Chriſt's Righteous & Equal Scepter, and to ap- 
prove your ſelves bis dutiſ ul Subjelts and obedient 
People. We are highly favour'd in that we have the 
Means of Grace and Salvation, CHRIST's viſible 
Kingdom ſet up among us: Pal. 144. 15.--- Happy 
is that People whoſe God is the Lord. The flouriſh- 
ing of Religion among us ought therefore to lie 
neareſt our hearts, and to be our great Aim and 
Endeavour in our ſeveral Capacities and Stations. 
In a particular manner, Heads of Families ſhould 

ive Glory to GOD in CHRIST, by Worfhipping 
Bim in their Houſes, and by Commanding their Chil= 
dren and Houſbold afterthem that they keep ibe way 
of the Lord, to do Fuſtice & Fudgment And take 
Care that the Laws of GOD be not accounted as a 
ſtrange thing in their Houſes. Then do we take 
the beſt Methods to Promote the true Proſperity of 
our Zion, when we zealoufly Endeavour as far as 
our influence reacheth, that the Goſpel of CHRIST, 
which is the Word of the Kingdom, may be rightly 
underſtood, profeſs'd, & practiced. And we are un- 
der the ſtrongeſt Obligations to this, becauſe the 
great Errand upon which our Fore-Fathers came in- 
to this Land, when an howling Wilderneſs, was that 
they might ſer up Chris Kingdom in the power and 
purity / 11, where Satan the god of this World __ 
| 1om 
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from time immemorial; and leave their Children in 
the Poſſ. lion of ibe Spiritual Bleffings of it, Hear the 
Excellent Mr. Mitchel upon this Head, The Cauſe 
of the People of GOD in New-Engl/and, is, Reli- 
„gion; i. e. The Profeſſion and Practice of the 
Truths & Rules of the Word of GOD, more par- 
4 ticularly, Reformation of Religion ——. The 
* Erecting of CHRIST's Kingdom in whole Socie- 
* ties (whereby CHRIST is ſeen Ruling all in an 
open, in a prevailing and peaceable manner,) 
« was our Deſign, as is our Intereſt in thisCountry ; 
tho with reſpe& to the inward and inviſible 
„Kingdom, as the Scope thereof, The publick ſet- 
e ting up of CHRI>T's Kingdom, and Enjoyment 
* of thoſe Ordinances and Ways of His, which can 
„only be enjoy d in whole Societies, and that with 
„Purity and Liberty, was our End in coming hi- 
„ ther. In the Church, CHRIS T's Kingdom is 
clearly and gloriouſſy ſet up, when only, and all 
his Inſtitutions, both in Worſhip and Diſcipline 
* are attended and obſerved in their Purity and 
„ Power, according to Scripture-Pattern, | Mazth.28, 
« 18, 20. J. This is the great Cauſe and Intereſt 
* of GOD'sPeople in this Country, and was the great 
* End of their Undertaking, and hath been the great 
matter of their Teſtimony in their SynodicalActs, 

© and other Writings publiſh'd to the World. Hence 
te our great Duty is to keep and ſeek all the Com- 

© mandments of God, ( 1 Chrox. 28. 8.) in that re- 
e ſpect ; that is, all the Inſtitutions and Ordinances 

« of his Houſe; to hold faſt what we have attain d, 

© that is according to Scrĩpture-Pattern therein, & to 

come up unto what we y et want, or are defective in.“ 


Ta 


FRE 9 as. As. aw e . ac a A Ez a 4a ai co ͤ ]—iꝛr˙7ͤ˙]. .. oo ' a. oo oa- a os Ls 


h i © 1 We 


9 SS 4 


r „ 


3 . 82 


„„ A* - i. -. a#, W 


2 YE 


WE es m—— — hn rd -" 


— 


Ruling in the Fear of G OD. 27 


To which I may add the late Teſtimony of that aged 
Servant of God, the Memorable Dr. Increaſe Mather, 
„The Principal Deſign upon which theſe Colonies 
were at firſt Planted, was to Profeſs, & Pratlice 
* & Enjoy, with undiſturbed Liberty, tbe Holy Re- 
« Jigion of GOD our Saviour, Exhibited in the 
* Sacred Scriptures, and Reformed and Reſcued from 
ie the Inventions and Abuſes which the Man of Sin 
has introduced; And more particularly, to ſet up 


Churches (even of the Aboriginal Natives, as we 
* as of Engliſh Chriſtians ) bee our Lord JESUS 
* CHRIST, that ſhould keep themſelves Loyal to 
* him their glorious King, in his Word, giving Law 
* unto them, and faithfull to the Religion of the 
* Second Commandment This was the great 
End for which our Anceſtors follow'd the Lord I E- 
SUS CHRIST into this part of the New World, that 
they might keep themſelves Chaſt and Loyal to 
Him in the Profeſſion and Practice of undefil'd Reli- 
ion. And God wonderfully own'd, ſucceeded and 
bleſs'd them in this vaſt Undertaking. But there 
is now reaſon to take up that Lamentation,Lam.4-1. 
How is the gold become dim] bow is the moſt fine gold 
changed! Alas! There is much of a Lukewarm 
Spirit in matters of Religion, much of a Worldly, 
ſelfiſh, carnal Spirit prevailing among us. We are 
a degenerate and backſliding People, and there are 

many provoking Sins againſt the Lord found amon 

us. This hath been long ſince declar'd in a Public 
and Solemn manner, by the S nod for Reformation, 
Convened 1679, 80. In Anſwer to that Queſtion 
What are the Evils that have provoked the Lord to 
bring bis Judgments on New-Evglaud ? 4 * 
0 There 
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There is a great and viſible decay of the power of 
* Godlineſs among Profeſſors  ; Pride, whence 
* proceeds a refuſing to be ſubject to Order — And 
* Contention : Exceſs in Apparel, Perſons Boing 
* above their Eſtates . The negle& of Divine In- 
* ſtitutions—. Profane Swearing & Curſing, Sab- 
* bath-breaking—. Neglect of Family Worſhip, 


Inſtruction and Government. —Inordinate Paſſi- 


ons, Sinful heats and hatreds —. Backbitings, 
Tale bearing —. Much Intemperance. That 
* heatheniſh & idolatrous practice of Health-drink- 
ing. That ſhameful iniquity of ſinfull Drinking; 
* there are more Temptations to this Sin publickly 
* allow'd of, than any Neceſlity doth require : 
e It is a common practice for Town-Dwellers, yea, 
* and Church-Members to frequent Publick Houſes, 
e and there to miſ-ſpend precious Time, unto the 


** diſhonour of the Goſpel, and the ſcandalizing of 


* others, who are by ſuch Examples induced to Sin 


e againſt GOD—. Sins againſt the Seventh Com- 


“ mandment, and Temptations thereunto indulg d, 
** as immodeſt Apparel, mix d Dancings, light Be- 
* haviour, ſinful Company-keeping with vain Per- 
„ ſons, and abundance of Idleneſs . The Want of 
Truth, Promiſe-breaking—.Inordinate Affection 
* to the World. Covetuouſneſs which 1s Idolatry ; 
* which appears in Oppreſſion, and ſtrait-handed- 
* neſs as to publick Concerns . Oppoſition to the 
© Work of Reformation. Incorrigibleneſs under 
“ Tudgments —. A Publick Spirit is greatly want- 
sing in the moſt of Men . Sins againſt theGoſpel, 
<« Impenitency, Unbelief, Unfruitfulneſs under the 


« Means of Grace,Chriſt is not priz'd and embrac'd 


« in all hisOffices & Ordinances as ought to be.—. 
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the proccing Cauſes of GOD Judgments in that 
procuring Cauſes 's sin that 
Day. And certainly, if we duly confider what we 
now are, we ſhall be oblig'd to acknowledge that 
theſe Sins are not generally Reform'd ; but rather 
that we are grown worſe & worſe, and have Revol- 
ted more 2 more; notwithſtanding the many 
Mercies we have receiv'd ſince that time, which 
ſhou'd have led us to Repentance, and the many 
. e whereby GOD hath teſtified againſt us. 
And now GOD is pleading the Quarrel of ia Cover 
nant with us by the Sword of the Wilderneſs, and 
other waſting Calamities Yea, threatens to take 
away the Hedge, and pall down the Wall, by which 
this his Vineyard hath been Enclos'd and defended. 
And his Voice to us is, Prepare to meet thy God, O 
Vruel. Let us then Conſider the neceſſity of making 
our peace with GOD, and ſo of Engaging him on 
our ſide ; for when He gruetbquietneſs, who then cant 
make Trouble? and when he hideth his face, tubo can 
bebold him? The Son of GOD will over- come when 
He Judgeth, and therefore we muſt either ſubmit 
to him, or be broken in pieces. To cry the Temple 
of the Lord — while we go on in our Sins, is 10 
boaſt in lying words. Goſpel-Privileges can be no 
Sanctuary toſuch as go on obſtinately in their Sins. 
Amo. 3. 2. lou only baue I known of all the Families 
of the Earth : therefore I will puniſh you for all your 
iniquities, Let us then be Convinced of the nece;Ji- 
ty of Repentance & Reformation. And now while 
GOD waits to be gracious, let us lay hold of his 
Strength, and make Peace with him. Now that 
'GOD ſays unto us, O Iſrael, Return unto the Lord 
TH * your 
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your God; for thou 7 fallen by thine iniquity, Let 
us as we are directed, Take with us Words, and 
turn tothe Lord, ſaying ' unto him, Take away all 
iniquity, & receive us graciouſly —, Aſhur ſhall 
not ſave us , for with thee the fatherleſs findetb 
mercy. O that there were ſuch a Spirit in us! O 
that we cou'd once at length put away our provo- 
king Sins, which are our worſt Enemies, the accur- 
fed Acbans that trouble us. Then we, might Re- 
Joice in our Redeemer and ſay, Iſa. 23.22. The Lord 


7s our Fudge, the Lord is our Lawgtver, the Lord is 


our King, he will ſave u. 

TO Conclude, Let us be ſenſible that 20 man can 
come t the Son, except the Father which bath ſent 
him, draw him ; and accordingly ſeek to God to 
open our hearts by his Holy Spirit. Behold ! The 


Son of GOD {#ands at the door and knocks, and 


his Voice to us is, Open to me: Lift up your heads, 
O ye Gates, and be ye lift up, ye Everlafung doors, 
and the King of Glory ſhall come in. 

Again, L ET ibe Obedient Subjefts of Chriſt Re- 


Toyce in this, that their Lord Reigns. Let this Com- 


fort you under all dark Providences, when there 1s 
a Wheel within a Wheel, that the Lord Jeſus Chrift 
is the Man above upon the Throne *, who governs 
all the Wheels of Providence in unerring Wiſdom, 
and will make all things work together for good to 


them that Love him. 


AND let us now Wiſh Proſperity to the Son of 
David, who is the Son of GO D. Gird thy Sword 
upon thy thigh, O moſt Mighty : with thy Glory and 
47 Mjeſty. And in thy Majeſiy ride praſperouſiy—. 


+ Job. 6. 44. * Exzck. f. 26, ETA 


MAY 
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MAY the Kingdoms of this World become the 

Kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt! May our 

lorious Lord take to himſelf his great Power and 
E Come Lord Feſus. 


I proceed to conſider the Words as they may con- 
tain a Declaration of the Duty of Civil Rulers, and 
a Deſcription of the happy Influence of their Govern- 
ment, when they anſwer the Character here given. 


Docr. III. THEY that Rule over Men muſt be 
Juſt, Ruling in the Fear of G OD, 


HERE I may by the way obſerve ſomething im- 
plied in the Words, viz, That Civil Government is 
of Divine Appointment, The GOD of Iſrael ſaid, 
he that Ruleth, c. Now this ſuppoſeth that there 
is a Rule over Men which GOD hath conſtituted, 
Accordingly we have that Command, Rom. 13. 1. 
Let every ſoul be ſubjett to the higher Fowers, Fer 
there is no Power but of God, the Fowers that be, are 
ordained of God, v. 2. Whoſoever therefore reſiftetb 
the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God —», In- 
deed this or that particular Form of Government 
may be of humane determination; but not 
Government it ſelf : The Moſt High hath declar'd 
his Will,that there ſhall be a Rule over Men. Here 
we alſo ſee, Thar tbe management of Civil Govern- 


ment is not left to the Arbitrary will & pleaſure of 


men, No! Rulers, muſt walk by Rule in their Ad- 
miniſtrations, taking care that the Ruled enjoy their 
Rights and Properties. This they muſt do in the 
fear of GOD, who cloaths them with Authority, wh 
7 --- 5 WY 9 WII 


32 © Rulers muſt * uff, 


will call them to an account whether they have im 


proved their Power agreeable to his declared Will, 


and for his Glory, The principal End of Govern- 
ment next to the Glory of GOD, the laſt End of all 
things, is the Good of Civil Societies & Communities 
of Men. Let Rulers remember, that they Rule 


over Men, not over Beaſts whom they may enſlave 


and abuſe at pleaſure, but over reaſonable Crea - 
< tures, and of the ſame Rank with themſelves ” f. 


'Proe. I. T HET that Rule over Men muſt be 
uſt. The Word here us'd ſometimes comprehends 
the whole of our Duty. It may here include their 
Diſcharge of all the duties of the Second Table ac- 


cording to the Place & Relations they ſuſtain. They 


muſt take care to maintain & promote Juſtice among 
2 eſpecially among thoſe over whom GOD hath 
t them. 


1. T HET that Rule over Men muſt be Examples 


of Jullice and Righteouſneſs in their whole behaviour. 
Rulers are in the Providence of GOD ſet upon an 
hill, and they muſt take care that their light ſhine 
before Others. Particularly, they muſt be Patterns 
and Examples to their People in a conſcientious 
attendance on the Duties of the Second Table. Tho' 
they Rule over Men, yet they are under the Law of 
GOD as well as others, and muſt teach others Obc- 
dience by their ready and chearful Subjection to 
it." There's a great force in Example, eſpecially 
in the Examples of Rulers : 2 Chron. 1 2.1. Rehoboam 
forſook the law of the Lord, and all Iſrael with hin 
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It is a Proverbial ſaying, AU men will conform ta 
the King's Example. When ſuch as are in Autho- 
rity do therefore ſet a fair Copy by their honeſt and 
good Behaviour, there will be ground to bope that 
theirPeople will imitate them. Rulers then muſt ba 
juſt to their ewa Charatter, and ſhew forth the lawage 
of God in them, if they would have others duly res 
gard the [mage of God which is wpon them, in their 
high Station of Dignity and Power. They muſt 
do their Duty towards themſelves, or they will not 
be capable of attending their Duty aright towards 
their People. They muſt by the Grace of God go+ 
vern their own Appetites and Paſſions, and Exerciſe 
a Rule over their own Spirits. Thus, they muſt bg 
temperate in the uſe of Meats and Drinks, or they 
will pervert Judgment, and Expoſe themſelves te 
Contempt. Prov. 31. 4, 5. It is not for Kings, O 
Lemuel, it is not for Kings to drink wine, nor for 
Princes ſtrong drink : Left they drink, and forget ihe 
law, and pervert the judgment of any of the efflifted. 
If this Vice be indulg'd it will in a peculiar manner 
unfit Rulers to diſcern and execute tn. gry it 
will make them vile, and lay their honour in the 
duſt; for it will bereave them of that Wiſdom 
which cauſeth the face to ſnine, and which in an 
eſpecial manner commands Reſpect and Reverence 
in Perſons of a ſuperior Character. Again, They 
muſt know how to 7 their veſſels in ſanctiſica- 
tion & bonour, and not in the luſt of uncleanneſs , 
for this is one of thoſe Sins which eſpecially corrupts 
and infatuates the Mind. Hof. 4. 11. Whoredom, 
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and Wine—— take away the heart. Accordingly we 
have that Dehortation given to Lemuel, that is to 
Solomon as Interpreters generally agree; Prov.; 1.3. 
Give not thy flirength unto women,nor thy ways to that 
which deſtroyeth Kings. How pernicious were the 
fruits of this Sin in David's and So/omon's Reigns ; 
how great a Blot to thoſe famous Kings ! Again, 
They muſt Rule their own Spirits, and regulate their 
Anger according to the Rule of GOD's Word. Such 
as have the Sword of Juſtice put into their hands, had 
need be Men of a meek, ſedate, & calm Spirit ; for 
the wrath of Man works not the Righteouſneſs of 
God. It is true, They muſt be Zealous in GOD's 
Cauſe, and for their Country's Safety ; but ſhould 
be patient and forbearing in their own. Moſes's 
Meekneſs was one eminent Qualification that fitted 


him to bear the burden of his Government over a 


froward People. We read, Prov.17.27.—4 man of 
underſtanding is of an excellentSpirit. © Or as others 
* render it, is of a cool Spirit, calm and moderate, 
* not eaſily provok d“. In a Word, They that 
Rule over Men muſt be Zuſt & Fair in their Deal- 
inge, conſider them in their private Capacities and 


Employments. And this is call'd Commurative Juſtice, 


in which there is a mutual giving and receiving of 
that which is each one's due, as Men are Ner hours 


and Brethren. And in this reſpe& Rulers muſt ob- 


ſerve that Rule, Rom. 13. 7. Render to all their 
dues. Ver. 8. Owe no man any thing, but to love one 
anoiher. "Theſe Commands reach Men in an high 
Station as well as others. They muſt do to others, 
as they wou d have them do unto them; they muſt 


not ſeek their own only, but alſo another's Wealth; 


and 


— i. tA LE „ * * — +a = - * 


we wy nA * 922 


» 


Ruling in the Fear of GOD. 35 
and take heed they take no Advantage from the 
higher ground they ſtand upon, to over-reach or 
oppreſs their Brethren of low Degree. They ſhould 
not endeavour to engroſs all Advantages to them- 
ſelves ; but declare by their Practice that they ate 


deſirous that their Ne1'bours ſhou'd thrive and grow 


in their Eſtates alſo, in ſome Equitable Proportion, 
Yea, they ſhould be Examples of Charity & Bene- 


ficence, being ready to give a portion to ſix & to ſe- 


ven, as their Neighbour's necellity and their ability 
require; yea, they ſhould be ready to deny them- 
ſelves, if they may thereby eminently ſerve their 
poor Brethren, and put them ina way of getting an 
honeſt livelihood. Thus ſuch as are in publick 
Place ſhou'd go before others in a Conſpicuous Exam- 
ple of Righteouſneſs, that they may Call upon their 
People to follow them, & ſtir them up to attend their 
Duty in theſe reſpects. Thus they ſhould do their 
Endeavour to bring the Duties of the Second Table 
into Repute among their People. O there might, 
by the Bleſſing of GOD, be a great deal of Good 
done this way, if ſuch as are called gods would be 
imitators of GOD the Juſt One, and followers of that 
which is Good. Such Examples wou'd be likely to 
attract the Eyes and Hearts of Men, and wou'd have 
an Excellent tendency to promote Juſtice among a 
People; and the ſetting them is a Debt which Civil 
Rulers owe to GOD and their Country. 


2. THE T they that Rule over Men, muſt take 
Cure that Righteous Laws be Enalled for the Main- 
raining of Fuftice between Rulers and Ruled, and 
among their Feople, I am ſenſible that all in Autho- 
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36 R whers muſt be Juſt, 
rity have not the Power of making Laws betruſted 
with them; but then fach as have the Laglative 
Power committed to them tnuſt uſe it lawfully, by 
taking Care that ſuch Laws be made as are Confor- 
Mable to the Law of GOD, Juſt and Good, Such 
xs may be a juſt and equal Boundary between the 
Prerogatrve of the Ruler, and the Fyivilege of the 
Rnled. Such as are ſuitable and ſafhcient to main- 
tain that which is Right among their People, and 
do drfcormtenance & Puniſh all Injuſtice. As, o 
Diſobedience to and Contempt of Parents, Murders, 
Adulteries, Thefts, Robberies, Falſe-Witneſs bear- 
ing, Drunkenneſs, c. | I ſhall not here particu- 
larly. mention thoſe Laws which immediately relate 
to the Firſt Table, tho' Juſtice to Men, as well as 
Piety towards GOD, require that the Civil Magiſtrate 


be in this reſpect the Keeper of both Tables. '] Due 


Teſtimony muſt be born againſt ſuch Sins, and Pro- 
viſion muſt in this way be made, that every one 
may enjoy his own Right and Property without me- 
leſtstion from the injurious Sons of Violence. As 
was ſaid of Judah and Iſrael under Solemon's peace- 
able and happy Government; 1 Kings 4. 24. Judah 
and Ifrael duęlt ſafely, euery nan under his Vine, 
and under bis Kig-tree, If Civil Rulers would ap- 
prove themſelves Juſt to their People, they muſt 
exert their Authority that the Wicked may not de- 
vour the Man that is more Righteous than hr. And 
that Men may not be as the Fiſhes of the Sea which 
bave no Ruler over them: And for this End they 
muſt take Care that Good Laws be made to Reſtrain 
and Curb in the impetuous Luſts of thoſe Men who 
are as the Horſe, or us the Mulr, which haue no Under- 
; ſtanding; 
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flanding —; that ſuch as have not the Fear of 
GOD before their Eyes, and are not awed by the 
Judgment to come, may be terrified by the Fear of 
preſent Puniſhment from the Magiſtrate, and ſo be 
deterr d from executing their wicked Purpoſes. 


Diſtributiue Fuſtice, which conſiſts in the Equal diſ- 
tribution of Rewards & Puniſhments, by 


e Cavil 


Magiſtrate to the People under his Government, 


canit be duly 


exerciſed, unleſs juſt Laws be E- 


nacted as the Rule and Meaſure of it; for where 


there is no Law, there is no Tranſgreſſion. It is an 
Eminent Act of ſuſtice therefore in Rulers to make 


righteous Statutes and Judgments, in which the 


Sanction af the Law, or the Penalty annexed to en- 
force it, ſhall bear a due proportion to the Nature, 
Aggravation, and Degree of the Sin forbidden: That 
Men may not be emboldened to gratify their vile 
Lufts, becauſe the Puniſhment to be inflicted is ſome 
ſmall Fine or light Puniſhment, which they can 
bear almoſt without feeling it. No! Rulers muſt. 
be a Terror to Evil Works, Rom. 13. 3. and muſt 
make Sinners afraid of the Power, by adjuſting the 
Puniſhment to the Crime, that when others hear of 
the Judgment Executed according to Law, they may 
Fear, and not do jo wickedly, But after all, due Care 
muſt be taken that the Laws be put in Exrcation 
when Enacted, otherwiſe the Proclaiming them will 
be but an empty Sound, that will rather Expoſe a 
Government to Contempt, than render it terrible to 
bold Tranſgreſſors. And this brings me to the third 


particular: 


3. THEY that Rule over Men, muſt rake Care 
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that the Juſt Laws made, be duly Executed, and look to 
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it that they be Righteous in all their Adminiſtrations. 
It is not enough that good Laws be made, they muſt 
alſo be faithfully and vigorouſly Executed by thoſe 
to whom the Executive Power belongs, or the Law 
will be made void, and of none Effect. The Seat of 
Judgment muſt be the Habitation of Righteouſneſs. 
Rulers mult look to it that the dreadful Evil ſpoken 
of, Eccl. 3. 16. be not found in their Government. 
1 ſaw under the Sun, the place of Fudgment, that 
wickedneſs was there—, For this is an abomination 
to the Lord. Prov. 17. 15. Ae that juſtifieth the 
wicked, and he that condemneth the juſt, even they 
both are abomination to the Lord. The juſtifying 
here ſpoken of ſignifies, The acquitting him as in- 
c nocent by a judicial Sentence . They muſt 
not bear the Sword in vain ; but ſhould ſtir up 
themſelves againſt the Evil-doer, and Execute 
Judgment in the Gates with Courage and Impar- 
tiality, not being afraid of the Faces of Men : Job 
29. 14. I put on righteouſneſs, and it clothed me : my 
Judgment was as a Robe, and a Diadem. He was 
« Righteous in all his Admimiſtrations,as a Garment 
* covers the whole body; he was Juſt in a conti- 
© nued Courſe, and did not put off this Garment 
« from any partial reſpe&, or for any ſiniſter ends, 
« yea 10 Righteous were his judicial Sentences, that 
© they were the principal Honor and Ornament of 
his Office” [. But above a“, Rulers muſt labour 
to imitate the Glorious GO D according to their 
meaſure. The Charge given to the Judges in Judah 
by Jchaſlaphat, is enforced after this manner; 2 Chron, 
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U Vid. Mr. Cary], and Mr. Tool, in Loc. 
19. 7. 
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19. 7. — There is no iniquity with the Lord our 
God, nor reſpect of perſons, nor taking of gifts. 
Here is their great and perfect Exemplar, and they 
muſt endeavour that their Rule may be a fair Copy 
and Tranſcript of the Juſtice and Equity of the di- 
vine Government. And here ſeveral particulars 
may be briefly ſpoken to, which are implied in this 
third Head, and ſo may fitly be conſider'd under it. 


(1) RULERS muſt take Care that ſuch be En- 
truited with the Executive Power under them, as 
are beſt qualified, and ſpirited to Execute Fuſtice. 
There are various orders and degrees in Civil Go- 
vernment, and accordingly ſome are intruſted with 
Authority to Comm1;1on others for the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice in this or the other Poſt of Civil Truſt. 
Now if ſuch wou'd approve themſelves juſt, they 
muſt diligently endeavour to find out and improve 
ſuch perſons as are moſt capable and beſt inclin'd 
to give to every Man his Right, and protect him in 
xt. The Rule of proceeding in this matter muſt not 
be, Who will give moſt for an Office, or who hath 
the moſt powerful and wealthy friends to commend 
him to it; but, Ler it be given to the moſt Worthy, 
For if Men are obliged to Purchaſe and Maintain 
themſelves in their P/aces by Money, they will be 
under a fore temptation to Se Fuſtice, to the great 
damage of the Publick. Such then as are any ways 
concern'd in appointing or chooſing Perſons to 
Places of Truſt & Profit in the Government, muſt do 
their part that the Officers of their People may he 
Peace, and their Ex ders Rightiouſn:ſs, by obſer- 
ing that excellent 125 which was given to 4 Jer 
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by Ferbro, Exod. 18. 21. and approved by GOD, 
Numb. 11.16, — Thou ſhalt 3 out of all the poo- 
ple, able men, ſuch as fear God, men of truth, bating 
coverouſnrſs ; and place ſuch over them —— 
Rulers muſt do their utmoſt, according to the truſt 
repos'd in them, that ſuch may be ſet over the Peo- 
ple as are Men of Piety, Men of known Ability, Men 
of Integrity & Valiant for the Truth, Men that hate 
Coveteouſneſs ; for where the love of Money pre- 
vails, it will be the root of many pernicious Evils, 
and will incline Men to pervert Judgment for Re- 
ward. 


(2) THE I that are in Place of Power muſt take 


Care to Underſland the Law, and then to keep to it 
inAdminiſtring Juſtice, The Legiſlative and Execu- 
tive Power are many times put into the ſame Hands. 
Now ſuch as have Power of Executing the Laws are 
then Juſt when they lay out themſelves to Maintain 
and Uphold the good Laws which are made, in their 
full force & vigour: for theſe are theRuleof theirGo- 
? of the Subjects Obedience; yea very 

much the foundation of the Common-Wealth, and 
the Pillars upon which it ſtands. Now in order to 
this, Civil Rulers muſt ſtudy the Law,and endeavour 
to furniſh themſelves with a ſufficient Knowledge 
of it for the right diſcharge of their particular Truſt. 
For unleſs they underſtand & obſerve the Law, they 
will neither be able to attend their own Duty, nor 
yet to bear due Teſtimony againſt the Tranſgreſſi- 
ons of others. This is a matter of ſo great moment, 
that in the Zere:ſh Stare, The King bimſelf was com- 
manded by G24 to write him a Cofy of the Law, and 
Read 1h:r:12 all be diys of bis life, — Dent. 17. 
+7 _ 18, 19. 
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18, 19. Now this Law comprehends in it, the Judi- 
cial Laws, which were then immediately appointed 
by GOD, and muſt for ever be conform'd to the 
Moral Law which is an eternal Rule of Righteouſ- 
neſs © A Magiſtrate without the Law, (Jays an 
« excellent Divine, ) and a Miniſter without the Bi- 
ble, are equal abſurdities: A Magiſtrate unskil- 
« ful in the Law, and a Miniſter ignorant in the 
« Scripture”, And indeed unleſs Rulers know the 
Laws by which they are to govern, and then take 
heed to obſerve them in adminiſtring Juſtice, they 
will not be able to ſay with Job 29 15.1 was eyes 
to the blind, and feet was | to the lame, It may be 
of very hurtful conſequence, if ſuch as fit in Judg- 
ment have not a ſpirit of diſcerning as to the Rule 
they muſt go by in paſling Sentence ; but muſt de- 
pend on them who plead before them. They muſt 
in this reſpect know what Iſrael ought to do, and be 
able well to diſtinguiſh between Right & Wrong; 
and then muſt a& with a ſtri& regard to the Law. 


(3) THEY muſt ſhake their bands from Bribes; 
Adminiſter Fuſtice freely & without reſpett of perſons. 
Covetouſneſs, which conſiſts in an i1mmoderate 
eſteem of and love to this worlds goods, and appears 
in uſing unlawful Means to Enrich ourſelves, is 
an heinous Sin, and of moſt pernicious tendency 1n 
thoſe who are eſpecially concern'd to look to it that 
the Common-Wealth receive no damage. Civil 
Rulers muſt therefore avoid this Sin, and be careful 
they do not in any meaſure deſerve that ill character, 
Mic. 3. 1. The beads judge for re rd. Hol 4. 18. 
ler Rulers with ſhame do love, Give ye. For 
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thus the Great GOD ſpeaks, Exod. 23. 8. Thou ſpalt 
rake no gift: for the gift blindeth the iſ, and per- 
verteth the words of the righteous. Aut GOD 
threatens that fire ſhall conſume the tabernacles of 
222 15. 34. Rulers muſt look at the pub- . 
lick profit more than at their own private gain, and . 
endeavour that Judgment may run down as waters, Nh 
freely and plentifully ; that fo all that thirſt after . 
Righteouſneſs may come and be refreſhed. They, I 
to whom this truſt is committed, muſt ſee to it that . 
ſuch as ſer ve the Publick, attend their duty faith- JI , 
fully, and then take Care that they have their juſt , 
Wages paid them without any unneceſlary delay, 

& without making any private gain to themſelves, L 


IN a word, they muſt obſerve that Rule, Deut. 
T. 17. Te ſhall not reſpett - perſons in Judg ment, but 
you ſhall hear the ſmall as well as the great — . It 14 
is their duty to adminiſter Juſtice impartially, and I ii 
to beware of being biaſs'd by favour & affection; It 
or by fear of Men which brings a ſnare. They I d 
malt /ook to the Merirs of the Cauſe, not to the Far- f 
ties concern d *, And in this reſpe& reſemble GOD, I 
Who toithout reſpett of perſons judgeth according 10 t 
every man's work , 1 Pet.1.17. They muſt re- I p 
ſolutely oppoſe the moſt Potent Offenders, and re- P 
lieve the oppreſſed that have no helper. Judge ihe N 
faiberleſs, plead for the widow, Tſai. 1. 17. 


a 
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* Fuller ſpeaking of the good Judge hath this ingeniovs 0 

obſervation, © When he put on his Robes, he put off his 

Relations to any; and like Aelchi/edeck becomes without K 

** Pedegree, Holy Eta'e, p. 259. 7 
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4. THEY that Rule over Men, muſt Exerciſe 
Clemency & Mercy towards their People. A learned 
Expoſitor obſerves on this place, That we have 
here the Two principal Parts of a King's Duty, 
<* anſwerable to the two Tables of God's Law, Juſtice 
« towards Men, and Piety towards GOD-——. To 
„which if you add Benignity and Clemency, 
* whereby a King renders his Government not fright- 
* ful and burdenſome, but acceptable and amiable 
to his People—. Here is a compleat Character 
of an excellent Prince or Governour ” * Now 
Righteouſneſs in Scripture ſometimes ſignifys Be- 
nignity and Mercy: Thus, Ffal. 103. 179, —— 
His Righteouſneſs unto Childrens Children, © Either 
his Faithfulneſs ; or his Mercy or Benignity : This 
“ Word being frequently uſed in both theſeSenſes f. 
And inaſmuch as this is what Rulers are oblig d to, 
if they wou'd diſcharge their Duty aright towards 
their People, it may well enough be conſidered un- 
der the general Head of Juſtice. Indeed there 1s a 
Pity, falſly call'd Mercy, which is injurious to the 
Pablick. As when ſuch are ſpar'd againſt whom 
the publick Safety calls aloud for Vengeance. Such 
pretended Mercy to private Perſons 1s Cruelty to the 
Publick. Rut then, there is alſo the Exerciſe of 


Mercy which is of great Benefit to a Community, 


and to Rulers themſelves. It was the Character 
given of the Kings of Iſrael, that they were Merc:- 


ful Kings, 1 Kings 20. 31. Above all, the Son of 


GOD is fo, infinitely Gracious and Merciful. The 
King's Favour is ſaid to be as a Cloud of 1he latter 
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Ruin, Prov. 16. 15. It is very acceptable, and a great 
Refeſhment to his People. And oftentimes the Ex- 
erciſe of Clemency and Mercy 1s of great uſe and 
advantage to Rulers as it eſtabliſneth them in the 
high Eſteem and ſincere Affection of their People: 
Prov. 20. 28. Mercy & Truth preſerve the King, and 
his Throne is upheld by Mercy. And as theſe are 
nnder God, very much theSupporters of the Throne 
ſo of Inferiour Rulers in their Station. I ſhall men- 
tion one Head more, like to the former. 


1 


5. THEY that Rule over Men, muſt be of a Pul- 
lick Spirit in the Exerciſe of a fatherly Love to their 
People, and generous Concern for their Welfare. It is 
very unbecoming for Perſons in Publick Station, to 
Seek themſelves inordinately, and ſuch a vicious 
Self. Love in them, bodes ill to the Common wealth: 
2 Tim. 3. 1, 2. — Perilous times ſhall come, For 
Men ſhall be lovers of their, own ſelves „ 
a moſt unjuſt thing for Perſons to ſeek after Places 
of Publick Truſt that they may Serve themſelves 
rather than the People over whom they are appoin- 
ted Rulers ; and then to make it their great aim to 
ſeck their own, not the Publick Good. Even the 
Light of Nature condemns this. An Heathen Moraliſt 
cou'd ſay, © That to make a Gain of the Common: 
wealth is not only baſe, but alſo wicked and de- 
* teſtable . Certainly then ſuch a thing ſhou'd 
not be ſo much as nam'd among thoſe that call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, and Rule GOD's profetling Peo- 
ple. e. c. They ſhou'd, as Mordecai, when advanced 
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Habere que ui rem pub non modo turpe eſt, ſed Sceleratum 
etiam, et nefarium, Cicero de Offic. p. 95, 
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to the higheſt Seat next to King Abaſuerus, Seek 
the weal of their People, and {pea peace to all their 
Seed *. Rulers ſhoti'd in ſome ſort look upon the 
Common-wealth as their Family, and accordingly 
Confult and Provide for the Safety and Comfort of 
their People, as tender Parents. Rulers are Pohticat 
Fathers, & as Reverence, Obedience & Recompence 
are due to them, ſo all proper Expreſſions of deut 
Affection, tender Concern, and unwearied Care for 
the Good of their People are due from them. This 
the Fifth Commandment requires, which hath this 


— 


remarkable Promiſe annexed to it; — That thy 


Days may be long upon tbe land, which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee. Thus fome ſuppoſe that they cried 
before Joſeph, tender Father, as the word may be 
tendred f. And agreeable to this we have that Pre- 
miſe, Iſa. 49. 23. Kings ſhall be thy nurſing Fathers. 
In a word, They ſhou'd with a generous Concern 
ſympathize with their People under all their pref- 
ſures, and do their utmoſt to Relieve them. Thus 
Nebemiab when he heard that the remnant of the 
Captivity was in great Affliction, — He wepr and 
mourned certain days, Neh. 1. 3, 4. And left the 
Court of Ferſia, where he liv'd in Honor & Plenty; 


for he was the King's Cup bearer, and took a difficblt 


Journey that he might build Feruſalem. They 
ou'd he ready to ſay toGOD's People, when under 
the moſt afflicting Circumſtances, as Pſal. 137. 5, 6. 
If I forget thee, O eruſalem, let my right band forget 
ber cunning. If | prefer not Feruſulem above my 
chief joy. | | 
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* Efth. 9. 3. + Clamavernait coram eo Abet h. Margin. Quidam 
tenerum patrem, interpretamiur, Tig. Bible. 3 
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. HOWEVER, It is not enò that Civil Rulers: be 
Juſt in their Adminiſtrations in the Exerciſe of Mo- 
ral honeſty towards Men, which may be in ſome 
ſort, from civil reſpects and confiderations ; 
the Kings of the Gentiles were called Bene- 
fattors, Luk. 22. 25. No! they muſt act in their 
Exalted Station from an inward principle of Religi- 
on; the Fear of that GOD, who is the Fountain of all 
Power, muſt influence & regulate them in the Exer- 
ciſe of Juſtice towards Men. Which brings me to, 


Proy, II. T HET that Rule over Men muſt Rule 
in the Fear of GO D. The Fear of GOD as us'd 
in Scripture, may ſometimes be taken more ſtrictly 
for that particular Grace of the Holy Spirit, where- 
Sy we ſtand in awe of GOD, his infintie Excellen- 
cies, and threatned Judgments ;, and from an holy 
dread of his Diſpleaſure, fly from all Sin. And in 
.as muchas this filial, reverentialFear,which is drawn 
forth by a believing ſight of GOD, is of ſuch great 
uſefulneſs in our Religious Serving of God) it is alſo 
put for the who/e inward Principle of our Worſhip & 
Service of God, and ſo contains in it all Graces of 


the Spirit, which are wrought in the Soul at once, 


and are never ſeparated. Eccl. 12. 13. — Fear 
God, and keep his Commandmenis , for this ts tbe 


whole dut 'y of man; The whole of Man. Where it 


ſeems plain that Fear is put for the inward Prin- 


ciple ofQbedience,and ſo comprehends other Graces. 


Again, It is ſometimes put for the outward Worſhip 
of God, as preſcribed by him in his Word. Iſa. 29.14. 
Their fear towards me is taught by the precepts of 
Men, compared with, Marth, 15. 9, Yea it ſeems 
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to Comprehend both the inward Principle, and out- 
ward Practice of Religion. Pſal. 130. 4. There is 


forgiveneſs with thee; that thou mayſt be feared. The 


Service of God muſt be perform'd with Reverence 
and godly Fear, Heb. 12. 28. Now we need not ex- 
clude either of theſe Senſes in conſidering the Sub- 
ject before us; but may improve them all as there 
ſhall be occaſion. The Glorious GOD ſpeaks, Pſal. 
2. 10,11, 12. Be wiſe, O ye Kings; be inflrulted- ye. 
Judges of the Earth. Serve ye tbe Lord with fear. 
They muſt fear this glorious & fearfull Name, the 
Lord their God. They muſt tremble for fear of him 
and his Jadgments, who cuts off the Spirits of Princes, 
and is terrible to the Kings of the Earth: They mult 


fear the Lord, and his Goodneſs, who hath in his 


Sovereign Providence made the difterence between; 
them, and the meaneſt under their Government; 


and take heed their Hearts be not lifted up above 


their Brethyen, as if they were not of one blood with 
them. That word is very ſuitable for them, Be not 


lieb minded but fear. They who may think them- 


ſelves above the fear of Puniſhment from Men, and 
above Reproach, muſt ſtand in awe of that GOD 
who pour s — upon Princes, Who by terrible 
Diſpenſations maketh them to know that the moſt 
Hegh GOD ruletb in the Kinzdom of Men; Who 

can in the midſt of their ſinful Pleaſures /ooſe the 
joints of their loyns, and cauſe their Ruces to ſmite 
one againſt another, by Writing, Mee, Fekel, upon 
them and their Kingdoms. Surely it is their great 
Puty and higheſt Wiſdom to Fear GOD, PAL 117. 
49. The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdozww, 
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Or the Head , the Chief part of Wiſdom. It is 6 
in Rulers, as it teacheth them to take the beſt. Mea- 
ſures to promote the Glory of GOD, and the Good 
of their People; that when they ſhall die like other 
Men, and ſtand upon a level with the meaneſt Sub- 
ject before the Judgment Seat of JESUS CHRIST, 
they may give up their Account with Joy ; and not 
be in the Condition of thofe Kings and great Men 
of whom we read, Rey 6.15,--+13.-—= They ſaid to the 
mountains fall on ur, and hide as from the face of bin 
bas ſutetb on the throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb , for the great day of bis wrath is come. 
Rulers muſt Sqzttify the Lord of hofts, and make 
him their fear —. They muft Worſhip GOD in 
Secret, with Reverence, and look to God for his 
Grace, that his Fear may Rule in their Hearts : 
They muſt fear G. d with all thrir Houſe; and pray 1 
God alway, Acts 16. 2. They muſt Reſolve with 
Joſbus, that as for them aud their houfes, they wil! 
Herve the Lord: They muft with David, Bl-ſs abeir 
Houſholds, and that by offering up the Morning and 
Evening Sacrifice of Prayer to GOD with them and 
for them. They muſt be Examples of Reverence 
and Devotion in the Fublioꝶ Worſhis, And to ſpeak 
more directly to the Subject before us, They muſt 
in all their Adminiſtrations as Rulers, Act und 

the governing influence of the Fear of GOD, __ 
Regulate themſelves by it. Now their Ruling in 
the Fear of GOD may imply ſuch things as theſe 


in it; 
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; I. THEY that Rule over Men muſt be under the 
abiding influence of the Fear of God in their Admini- 


ſtrations. This holy Principle muſt be implanted in 


their Hearts by the Spirit of God, or they can't Serve 
God acceptably in their high Station; and it muſt 
be Operative in them to move and incline them to 
abide with GOD in their Calling. Thus when that 
Excellent Governour Nehemiab had mentioned ſome 
Mal-Adminiſtrations of former Governours where- 
by. they oppreſſed the People, he vindicates himſelf, 

ſays, But ſo did not I, becauſe of the Fear 9 God, 
Ch. 5. 15. This aw'd and kept him, that he did not 
rigarouſly Exact upon the People, and ſuffer his Ser- 
vants to Rule them with Rigour, as others had done 
before him. The Fear of God muſt have a govern: 
ing influence upon Rulers in accepting of Places in 
Government, and in diſcharging the Duties of them , 
in making and Executing Laws; or in Committing 
the Executive Power to others: They muſt in this 
reſpect Honour them that Fear the Lord. Thus Ne- 
bentiah gave Haraniah together with his Brother Ha- 
zani, Charge over Jeruſalem; and why? For ha 
was 4 faithful Marx, and feared God above many; 


Cit 2 | "ot, 5 
2. THEY muſt have 4 Religious Regard to the 
Revealed Will of God, and take Care that their Ad- 
miniſiretions be conformed to his Word, The Word 
of God is the infallible and perfect Rule, according 
to which our Fear of him is to be Regulated, and 
accordingly it is call'd, the Fear of the Lord: 
Pal. 19 9. The fear of the Lord is clean —. i. e. 
The Law and Word of God, of which the Pſal- 
mult is here ſpeaking. Now this Law, or —_— 
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Word of God is profitable for the Inſtruction of all 
Men in their ſeveral Places, that they may be fur- 
niſned to every good Work. Particularly, Here are 
moſt Excellent Rules and Precepts given to all in 
Authority; and they Rule in the Fear of God, when 
they Religiouſly obſerve them, and thus Serve their 
Generation by the Vill of God, which is given as the 
Character of that Pious King David, Acts 13. 36. 
Agreeably the King of Iſrael was Commanded to 
write a Copy of the Law, and to Nead therein all 
the Days of his Life: that he might learn to fear the 
Lord his God; and to keep the words of the Law—, 
foremention'd Deut. 17. 18, 19. Indeed I do not 
ſay that the Conſtitution of Civil Government is juſt 
the ſame now, that it was then, when God s People 
were under a Theocracy, and had their judicial Laws 
appointed immediately by God. However there are 
thoſe Rules laid down in God's Word, which are of 
general Uſe and Obligation to Rulers. They muſt 
not forbid any thing which God hath required in his 
Law, nor command any thing which he hath for- 
bidden ; for this wou'd be to eſtabliſh” Iniquity by 
Law, in Defiance of the moſt High. It isthe Duty 
of all in Authority, who have God's Statutes, to make 
them the Rule of their Government, and to have 

ftri& regard to them, in Making & Executing the 
Laws of the Land. This is to Rule in the Fear of 
God : And thus muſt Rulers acknowledge their Sub- 
jection to Him, who is over all, God bleſſed forever. 


3. THEY mult Imitate and Refemble God in their 
Rule & Government. GOD is the Supream Ruler 
of Heaven and Earth, and Civil Rulers, as they 

bear 
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bear at leaſt ſome outward Characters of his Majeſty, 
his Image upon them, are in Scripture called Gods; | 
Pſal. 82.6.1 have ſaid, ye are Gods . Now this is 
a ſtrong Obligation upon them to labour after the | 
Image of GOD.n them, that they may reſemble 
GOD in Knowledge, Righteouſneſs & Holineſs ; 
and then Govern their People in Conformity to that 
perfect Pattern which God ſets them in his Govern- 
ment of his People. Indeed it is contrary to this Fear 
of God, for them to affect to be like GOD, in his 
Dominion over the Conſciences of Men; by ſettin 
up their Wills as the Rule and Meaſure of right a 
wrong. It was blaſphemous Preſumption in Darius 
to make a Decree, That every Man that ſhou'd ask 
a. Petition of any God or Man, within Thirty Days, 
ſave of him, ſhould be caſt into the Den of Lions. 
And God did miraculoufly protect Daniel in his Pi- 
| ous oppoſition to that wicked Decree. Rulers muſt 
be willing that their Subjects ſhou'd obey GOD ra- 
ther than them. But then it is their Duty to behold 
his imitable Perfections, and to be imitators of him 
as dear Children. That Exhortation may be applied 
to them, who are called the Children of the moſt 
High, Matth. 5. 48. Be ye perfett, even as your 


Faiber which is in Heaven is perfett, 


4. THEY muſt Employ their Power, to maintain 
and advance the Fear of G O D, or true Religion, a- 
mong their People. They muſt endeavour to deſerve 
that Character which is given the Royal Tribe: Hoſ. 
11. 12. — Judah ruleth with God, and is faithful 
toit h the Saints, And therefore they muſt improve 
their Authority to maintain Religion in the _— 
a 0 
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of it. They muſt take Care that the open Profeſſion | « 
and Practice of Religion be kept up among theit 
People, and vigorouſſy oppoſe whatever hath a pub- 
lick tendency to ſubvert and overthrow it. And for 
this End, it is their Duty to make ſufficient Laws 
for the Puniſhing open Profaneneſs and Irreligi 
idolatry, Blaſphemy, Profane-Swearing, Sabbath- 
Breaking, and the like: And they ni look to it, 
that ſuch atrocious Crimes have an heavy Puniſh» 
anent appointed them in the Law. They muſt 
draw the Sword of Juſtice, and ſmite ſuch heinous 
Tranſgreſſors, that their Iniquity may be upon their 
own heads, ( if they refuſe to be reclaim'd,) and not 
cleave to, the Publick. Again, It 1s incumbent on 
Civil Magiſtrates to take Care, that the pare Word 
of GO D be duly diſpenſed to their People. Here 
God teacheth us how we miſt Fear and Serve Him. 
And therefore if they wou'd promote true Piety a- 
mong their People, they muſt take heed that there 
be not a famine of hearing of theWords of Lord,by 
improving their Authority & influence, that a Lear- 
ned and Orthodox, a Godly and Painful Miniſtry, 
be maintained and ſupported among them. They 
ſnou d ſpeak comfortably to them that teach the good 

| Knowledge of the Lord; and ſee that they have a 
ſufficient Maintenance allowed them, that they may 
lay out their Strength and Time in their weighty 
Work, without being neceſſarily diverted & hindred 
| by Worldly Cares & Buſineſs. Nehe miab's pious Care 
| in this matter is worthy their wntation, Neb. 13.10, 
| 11, 12, 13. And then, They fhould oblige their 
People to Attend the Publick Worſhip 3 and as much 

as may be prevent their Prophaning the — 
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either by Worldly buſineſs and recreations; or by 
their needleſs cuſtomary abſenting themſelves when 
GOD's People aſſemble together to Worſhip Him. 


Again, THEY muſt take Care of the goed Educa- 
tion of the Children and Touth among their People, 
and look to it that ſuitable and ſufficient proviſion 
be made for it. GOD's ancient People had not only 
inferiour Schools; but alſo Colleges in which the 
Sons of the Prophets were train'd up in the Know- 
ledge of divine Things, and fo prepar d for Publick 
Service *: If our Children be ignorant & barba- 
rous, ĩt can't be expected but they ſhould be profane 
and vicious; and therefore the Fear of GOD ſhou'd 
Excite Rulers to Exert their Authority that there 
may be Schoo/s maintain'd for the Inſtruction and 
Education of Yonnger Children in learning to Read, 
that they may &now the holy Scripture jrom their 
Childhood ; and 1n learning the principles of Religi- 
on contain'd in their Catechiſm, &c. And Grammar 


Schools to prepare others for a more liberal Educa- 


tion. They ſhou'd alſo take Care that Colleges be 
Erected & Endowed, Maintain'd and duly Inſpected ; 
that hopeiul Young Men may be Educated in Uſe- 
ful Learning, and come forth furniſh'd for the Ser- 


vice of GOD and His People. 


Thus at Ramah, as is ſuppos'd, where Sanmel preſided ; 1 Sam, 
19 20. See, 2 Amgs 2. The Schools of the Prophets were 
little Univerſities, and Colleges of Students For, their 

_ « Governour they had ſome venerable Prophet, inſpired 


with the Holy Spirit, and that parrock of Divine Reve. 


_ « Jations ".—— Dr. Lightfoot 2 Vol. pag. 86. They 
had Schools in every Cicy and Province. — Godwyn's 
Maſes and Anon, pag. 82 | A 5 
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IN a Word, When their People are fallen under! 

decays in Matters of Religion, they ſhould be Re- | 
formers, & zealouſſy Endeavour to bring them back 
to the Lord. Thus we find that when Fo/fab had | 
Read in the Book of the Law, which denouncd - 
dreadful threatnings againſt the Sins rife among his 
People, he rent his Clothes, call'd for the Elders of 
Fudah, Made a Covenant before the Lord to walk after 
the Lord; and to keep his Commandments, 2 King. 
22. 10, 11. Chap. 23. 1---3. And then pat down the ff 
Tdo/atrous Prieſts, d-fil'd the high places, &c. Thus, 1 
when Civil Rulers are under the influence of the || 
Fear of GOD, they will improve their Power to 
ſuppreſs thoſe prevailing iniquities which provoke 
GOD, who 1s the Defence and Glory of his People, 
to depart from them. They will tremble for the 
Ark of GOD, and be afraid of his Judgments, fo as 
to lead in the neceſſary work of Reformation, that 
GOD may turn from the fierceneſs of his Anger, 
and return unto them in Mercy. | 
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5. THEY muſt make the Advancement of G O D's 
declarative Glory the chief End of their Government. 
This is the chief and higheſt End of Man. The 
Command is, Do all to the Glory of God, 1 Cor. 10. 3 1. 
Now, when Rulers are ſaid to Rule in the Fear of 
G00, it intends that they ſubordinate all other 
views and deſigns to this moſt excellent End, and 
i Govern their People in ſuch a manner that GOD 

* may be Gloriſied. Agreeably we have thoſe put to- 
gether, Rev, 14. 7. Fear God, and give Clos to hin. 
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I might have ſail, That they muſt Own their En- 
tire Dependence upon GOD by ſeeking His Diretti- 
on and Bleſſing in all their Publick Managements; 
and by giving tbe Praiſe and Glory of all to Him. 


Doc r. IV. SUCH Ralers ſhall proſper themſelves, 
und be made Great and Extenſive Bleffings ſo their 
People, 


HE ſhall be as the light of the Morning —— ; As 
the tender graſs ſpringing out of the Earth, by clear 


ſhining after rain. Theſe Words,as we have already 


hinted, may be underſtood as a Deſcription of the 

happy fruits and effects of ſuch a Government, both 

to the Rulers themſelves, and alſo to their People, 
Here then, 

1. THEY that are juſt, Ruling in the fear of 
GOD ſhall Proſper. That Word, Prov. 4. 18. The 
path of the juit is as the ſhining light, that ſhineth 
more & more to the perfect day, may be applied to 
Righteous Rulers, as well as others ; and that, Mal. 


4. 2. Unto you that fear my Name, ſhall the dun of 


Righteouſneſs ariſe —— . Such as do thus Rule 
with and for GOD ſhall ariſe and ſhine, grow & in- 
creaſe in the proſperous and flouriſhing State of their 
Government, as the Sun ſhines to the perfect day. 
Glory & Honour ſhall be given to ſuch, as thus ho- 
nour GOD. The King of Glory will delight to ho- 


nour them, by giving them the Evident tokens of 


his gracious Preſence, and royal Favonr ; by Com- 


manding his Bleſſings on their Acminiſtrations, and 
crowning them with the deſired Luccels 1 by giving 
them a great intereſt in the Eſteem and aflections 
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of their People; by eſtabliſhing them in their Go- 
vernment, and building them a ſure houſe. Such 
Bleitings as theſe ſhall juſt and pious Rulers obtain 
as the gracious Reward of their Obedience and Fi- 
delity, when it ſhall be for COD's Glory, and their 
good. Ihus GOD ſaid to Foſhan, Chap. 1. 8. This 
Book of the Law ſhall not depart out of thy Mouth, 
that thou mayſt obſerve to do according to all 
that is written therein : for then ſhalt thou make thy 
way proſperous, and then thou ſhalt bave good ſucceſs. 
They ſhall proſper that love Feruſalem. Thus Mor- 
decai expreſs d a generous concern for GOD's Peo- 

le when their bloody Enemies had their necks on 
the block ; and by a wonderful interpofition of Pro- 
vidence, his pious endeavours were ſucceded,and he 
was highly advanced in the Kingdom of Ferſia, next 
to King Abaſuerus. David was an illuſtrious in- 
ſtance of Piety & Juſtice : He fed Gods People ac- 
cording to the integrity of his heart, and guided ibem 
by the cRilſulneſs of bis hands. And GOD gave him 
great ſucceſs, and made him a Name like that of the 
great Men of the Earth. Hegeliab was a great Re- 
former, and it is ſaid, 2 King, 18. 7. The Lord was 
with him, and he proſpered whitherſoever he went 
forth, Daniel was a bright Example of unſhaken 
fidelity to GOD, and love to his People, and juſtice 
in Government; and we read of him, Chap. 6. 28. 
This Daniel profpered in the Reign of Darius, and 
in the Reign of Cir as the Perſian, 


BUT eſpecially ſhall ſuch proſper upon Spiritual | 
_ accounts, while they lay out themſelves to promote 
Picty and Juſtice among their People : GOD wa 

: enrich 
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enrich them with his Grace more and more. And 
in a little time GOD will diſmiſs them with honour, 
as he did Daniel, Go thou thy way ---- , for thou ſhalt 
reſt. While their Memory is bleſſed on Earth,their 
Reſt ſhall be glorious in Heaven. At the great Day 
they ſhall ſhine forth as the Sun in the Kingdom of 
their Father. The Son of GOD will then own them 
as his Servants, and graciouſly accept what they 
have done to his 8 as done to Himſelf : And 
the painful cares, burdens and fatigues of their Go- 
vernment, ſhall thro the rich Grace of GOD in IE- 
SUS CHRIST, work for them a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of Glory. 


2. SUCH Rulers will be great & extenſive Bleſ- 
ſings to their People. Such a Government in the hap- 
py fruits of it, is a great and comprehenſive Bleſſing, 
like the Sun-ſhine and Rain in their ſeaſon, whereby 
the Fruits of the Earth are made to ſpring & flouriſh 
in abundance. Thus David is call'd the Liabt of Iſrael, 
2 Sam. 21. 17. When Civil Rulers are Juſt, Ruling 
in the fear of God, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be 
ſaid to govern in and by them, and accordingly ſome 
of thoſe Texts which we have already quoted as De- 
ſcribing the Bleſlings of His Government; may in a 
large Senſe be applied to Solomon's and Hezekiah's 
Reigns, who were Types of CHRIST. The Juſt Ad- 
mir iſtration of Government in Making and Execu- 
ting Righteous Laws, hath a natural tendency to pro- 
mote civil Peace and Order; to make a People proſ- 
perous in their trade & buſineſs, c. R1ght-ouſneſs 
exaltetD a nation, Prov. 14. 24. Such a People will 
become great and honourable in the fight of GOD, 
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and the Nations round about them. Deut. 4 6, 7. 
Deut. 28. 13. They ſhall be the Head. And the Bleſ- 
ſings of Religion which ſuch a People enjoy, are in- 
eſtimable; for Godlineſs is profitable unto all things, 
having promiſe of the Life that now is, and of that 
which is to come. The genuine tendency of Religion, 
when it generally prevails among a People, is the 
beſt Peace and Proſperity. And ſuch a People en- 
Joy the eſpecial Bleſling and Favour of God, which is 
the Sum of all. Many and very Precious are the 
Promiſes made to Such both reſpecting tempo- 
ral and ſpiritual Bleſſings : Lev. 26. Hal. 81. 13, 
— 16. Iſa. 26. 1, 2. We have à ſtrong City, —— - 
Open the Gates, that the righteous nation may enter 
in. Certainly then ſuch Rulers as employ their 
Power to promote Juſtice and Piety — a People, 
are the Miniſters of God to them for Gd; like the 
San, they diſpenſe their Light and Influence, to the 
great Benefit and Refreſhment of their People. They 
come down upon them as the Rain, as ſhowers that 
water the Earth. Indeed the Glory of all is to be 
given to God, who alone can make ſuch Rulers, and 
Command his Bleſſing on their juſt and pious Ad- 
miniſtrations: They are but Inſtruments ; He is the 
principal Efficient and Author of all Good. Every 
good gift, and every perfed gift is from abive, and 
cometb down from the Father of lights, Jam. 1. 17. 
Alsfes, David, Solomon, all ſhone by a light deri- 
ved from the Sun of Righteouſneſs. 
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APPLICATION. 


Use 1. WHAT hath been ſaid teacheth us ſe- 
—— important Duties incumbent upon the People of 
d As, : | 


(1. ) THEY ſhou'd Depend on God in the way of 


Duty, and earneſtly ſeek to bim for Fuſt and Pious 
Ru ers. GOD and he alone can give theſe Qualifi- 
cations to ſuch as are in Authority, and enable them 
thus to Promote the Weal of His People. Thus 
God led his People like a Flock by the band of Moſes 
and Aaron, Pfal. 77. 20. He choſe David his Ser- 
vant, and anointed him with the Gifts and Graces 
of his Spirit. And thus God promis d, Jer. 3. 15. 
Iwill give you Paſtors after my own heart, which 
ſhall feed you, i. e. Rulers either in the State or 
Church *. Agreeably Calvin gives this as the Senſe 
of the latter part of the Verſe; And ſhall feed you 
with knowledge & underſtanding, i. e.“ Intelligentiy & 
Prudentiy . We ſhou'd then ask this great Bleſ- 
ſing of God. We ſhould ſeek to God that ſuch Ru- 
lers may be ſet over us from time to time; and that 
ſuch as are in Government may be thus Bleſſed, 
and made Bleſſings. Let us attend this Duty, and 
take heed we do not provoke G OD by our Sins, to 
bring that dreadful Judgment on us; Pal. 106.41, 
Tbey that hated them, Ruled over them. Let us ob- 
ſerve that Rule, 1 Tim. 2. 1. | exbort that Prayers 
be made for Kings, and all in Authority. 
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( 2.) WHEN God gives a People ſuch to Rule 
over them as in any good meaſure deſerve the De- 
feription given; They ſhou'd Bleſs God for bis Fa- 
vour to them. And ſurely We are in this reſpect fa- 
vour'd of God above molt of the Plantations, in that 
our Zion hath ſo many of her Sons at this day to 
take her by the Hand, of whom we may hope 
that they are Juſt, Ruling in the Fear of God, 
Let not the troubles we are under make us unmind- 
ful of, or unthankful for ſuch a Bleſſing. 


| ; 0. 
(2.) GOD's People owe to their Ralers Reverence, 
Obedience, Recompence.The moſtHigh hath ſaid, Let 
there be a Ruler over Men; and the Fiſib Command- 
ment requires us to Honour our Political Fathers,who 
* are ſet over us in place of Authority; and we muſt at- 
1 tend this Duty if we wou'd hope that God ſhou'd No- 
| long our Days in the land he bath given us. We muſt give 
Honour to our Rulers, to whom it is due, and take 
Care to treat them with all that Reſpe& and Defe- 
rence which is due to their Character and Station: 
Exod. 22. 28, Thou ſhalt not Revile the Gods, nor 
Curſe the Ruler of thy people. They are GOD's Vice- 
gerents, and therefore for Men lightly to ſpeak Evil 
of them, 1s to refle& diſhonour upon GOD himſelf, 
and he will not hold them Guiltleſs. Yea, ſuppoſe 
| they are fallen into Sin, we muſt not look upon their 
[7 Nakedneſs with ſcorn and contempt, and needleſſy 
| Expoſe it to others; but ſhou'd rather caſt a Covering 
| over it. Fear God, Honour the King. Again, 
We mufi Obey them inthe Lord. The Commands 
of God, obliging us to yield Subiection to Rulers 
VF in 
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in lawful things, are very plain and forcible : Rom. 
13.1. Let every ſoul be ſubjett unto the bigher powers. 
v. 5. Ie muſt needs be ſubjett, not only for wrath, 
but alſo for conſcience ſake. 1 Pet.2.13---15, TheSin 
of diſobedience to Rulers prov d fatal to thoſe Rebels, 
Numb, 16. Yea, when the Children of Iſrael Murs» 
mured againſt Moſes and Aaron, GOD ſent a plogye 
among them. v. 46. A levelling Spirit is a very evil 
Spirit, and highly provoking to GOD. Let us be- 
ware of it, and whercin we have been guilty, be 
deeply humbled before GOD. Again, The People 
mult Recompence their Rulers with a Reward which 
ſhall bear ſome juſ? proportion to the weight and dife 
ficulty of their Service. They ſhould not be ſtrait» 
handed towards their Rulers, but cheerfully Reward 
their Care and Labour for the Publick Good, with-a 
liberal and honourable Maintenance, becoming the 
Dignity of their Station, and ſufficient for the Ex- 
pences which the Honour of the Government, or 
their own Comfort demand of them. This is not 
an Act of Charity, but Juſtice : And the Law of GOD 
requires it. Rom. 13. 7. Render therefore to all 
their dues : tribute to whom tribute is dye — > 


( 4.) THEY ought in all proper ways to Aſſiſt & 
Encourage their Rulers in tbe Right Diſcharge of their 


Duty. They muſt in their ſeveral Places ſtand up 
for them, while in the Execution of their Authority. 
As they ſaid to Ezra, Chap. 10. 4. Ariſe, for this 
matter belongeth wnio thee ,, we alſo will be with 
three —. Thus Heads of Families, ſhould in their 
Places be helpful by — Religion and good 

| Order 
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Order in their own Houſes, That there may not 

from thence procery Sons of Belial that ſhake off 

the Yoke, and deſpiſe Government. Particularly, 
Such as Keep Publick Houſes, ſhould be careful that 
Temperance, Sobriety and good Hours be obſerved, 
that no Diſturbance may ariſe 17 exceſſive Drink- 
ing, Quarrelling, Cc. Again, Under Officers, and 
others ſhou'd be ready to aid and aſſiſt their Rulers, 
and Defend their Perſons, when they may have to 
do with ſuch as are ſpoken of in our Context, v. 6, 7. 
The ſons of Belial ſhall be all of them as thorns thruſt 
away, becauſe they cannot be taten with bands, But the 
Man that ſhall zouch them, muſt be fenced with iron, 
and the ſtaff of a ſpear. Again, Such who are in the 
Providence of GOD, call'd zo inform and give 
Evidence againſt Offirnders, that they may be 
brought to Juſtice, ought in their Places to attend 
their duty without fear or favour, or fooliſh Pity. 
Again, Wherein Civil Rulers attend their Duty in 
the fear of GOD, the People ſhould Accept it with 
all Thankfulneſs, and not diſcourage them by 


' groundleſs Jealouſies and uncharitable Surmiſes. 


Us E 2. WHAT hath been ſaid Fords ſeaſonable 
Direction to thoſe that are eſpecially concerned in the 
Buſineſs of this Day. This Day is a Witneſs of 
GOD's Patience exerciſed towards us, notwithſtand- 
ing all our Sins whereby we have provok'd Him. 
We have, bleſſed be GOD, this great Privilege of 
chooſing our own Councillours continued to us. 
May GOD long Preſerve this and our other Charter- 
Privileges, and enable us wiſely and faithfully to 
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improve them. May our Glorious LORD, in whoſe 
hand the King's heart is, incline our Rightful and- 
Lawful King GEORGE, to Favour His People ! 
May this People, who have ever Expreſs d their Joy 
and Satisfaction in the Proſperity of his Roya/ Per- 


ſon and illuſtrious Houſe, find life in the light of his 


Countenance, and not be call'd to weeping & mourn- 

ing under the loſs of their precious & pleaſant 

Things. We lift up our Eyes unto thee, OG OD! 
from whom muſt Come our Salvation. Save, Lord, 

let the King hear us when wecall But to return, 

Let thoſe to whom this weighty Truſt is committed, 
Conſider what GOD. the LORD ſays ; They that 
Rue over Men muſt be Juſt, Ruling in the Fear of 
GOD, and direct their choice accordingly. Take 

heed you be not biaſs'd by perſonal favour, or a 
party-Spirit. Let ſuch be prefer'd in your Choice 
as are moſt Capable and beſt inclin'd to Promote 
Piety towards GO D, and Juſtice towards Men. 
This is a divine Rule, and therefore there is no dan» 
ger of being miſlead by it, 


Us E 3. LET the Truths deliver'd be 1mprov'd 
in an bumble Addreſs to the Honourable, ihe Lieut, 
GovVERNOUR, COUNCIL and REPRESENTATIVES, 
Hear and Obey the Meſſage which the Great GOD 
ſends untq you this Day, how mean ſoever the Meſ- 
ſenger may be. The G4 of Iſrael ſaid, the Rock of 
Iſrael ſpake to me, He that Ruleth over Men muſt be 
Zuſt, Ruling in the Fear of God, The glorious JE» - 
HOVAH who is your Fudge, your Lw-gver, and 
your King, ſpeaks to you in theſe Words, and it moſt 

8 [ newly 


* 


64 Rulers muſt be Fult 
nearly concerns the welfare of your own Perſons | , 
and of your Government, that you obey his Voice. 
You have a Price put into your Hands to promote the 
Honour of GOD, and the Good of your Country : 
Cry to GOD for Wiſdom to improve it, that you 
may be great and publick Bleſſings while you Live, 
and be Bleſſed forever with the Lord, when a ſhort 
Life ſhall come toan End. We are a degenerate 
People, iniquity abounds, and GOD is going on in 
a way of Judgment againſt us. His Voice to us in 
his Providence may be that, Ezek. 22. 30. I ſought 
for a man among them that ſhould make up the bedge, 
and ſtand in the gap beſore me for the land, that I 
Muld not defiroy it. Do you then ſtand in the Gap, 
1 and do yourutmoſt to keep off Wrath from this Peo- 
| ple, by Promoting that moſt neceſſary Work of Re- 
1 formation. Lead in this Work by being your ſelves 
i conſpicuous Examples of Sobriety, Juſtice and Godli- 
neſs. Whatever Laws may be further needful to 
. Encourage Virtue & Piety among us; or to ſuppreſs 
| Vice and Profaneneſs, let them be Enacted; and let 
' thoſe good Laws which are made, be duly Executed. 
Here I wou'd ask leave to mention a few things. Be 
- intreated to Guard againſt all Neglect or Corruption 
. of the Worſhip of G O D. Be jealous for the Lord of 
4 hoſts 4 for the Lord cur God is a jealous God, viſiting 
the Inmiquity of the Fathers upon the Children, Let 
j | all due Care be taken that God's People may fear 
F this glorious and fearful Name the Lord our God. 
11 Alas ! Profane-Swearing is become in a dreadful de- 
. gree Cuſtomary with many. There are thoſe that 


ſet their Mouths againſt Heaven, and rend the 5 
cre 
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cred Name of GOD, by Profane Oaths and Curſes, 
May not ſomething further be done to ſuppreſs this 
Heaven-daring Sin ? Doth it not deſerve a heavier 
Penalty than is affixed to it in the Law ? Ought not 
this part of Religious Worſhip, the calling GOD 
to Witneſs in Swearing, be attended with greater 
Reverence in our Courts of Fudicature, that Men 
may be taught to Far an Oath Improve your Au- 
thority that the Lord's Day Sabbath may be ſtriltly 
obſerved. GOD gives his Sabbath to his People as a 
Sign between him and them; and ſtrictly requires 
them ſo to Remember it, as to keep it holy; Exod. 
20. Jer. 17. 21, 23, 27. And it hath been often ob- 
ſerv'd that as the Sabbath is Sanctified or Profan'd ; 
ſo Religion is won't to flouriſh or decay. This then 


1s moſt worthy your Pious Care. Ble ed be GOD 


for the Good Laws we have to bind us to this Duty; 
and for that Care which 1s taken to Execute them. 
However, There is need that ſome further Care be 
taken, that under a pretence of keeping the Night 
before or after the Sabbath day-light, both Evenings 
be not us'd as common Time. And is not the Evil 
Cuſtom of keeping open Shops on the Evening before 


the wg + Prophanation of the Sabbath, which ought 


to be Reform'd? And then, As there ought to be 
no Recreations, no carrying of Burdens, no needleſs 
Journeys on the Lord's Day, ſo it might be a very 
acceptable Service to GOD, if ſome effe@iual Means 
were us'd to ſuppreſs Diſorders between Meetings 
in our Country Towns, where they live at a conſide- 
rable Diſtance from the Place of Publick Worſhip, 
and tarry at or near the Meeting-Houſe. As alſo to 

prevent 
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revent all unneceſſary Harnefling of Horſes, and 
riving of Coaches on the Lord's Day; that both 

Man and Beaſt may Reſt according to the Command- 
ment. Yea to prevent the attending of Funerals when 

no preſent Neceſſity requires it. Let the Means of 
Education be eſteem d worthy a higheſt Concern. In 

a particular manner I wou'd moſt humbly Recom- 

mend the Co/lege to your Parental Care, It is an 
abiding Teſtimony of the Pious Concern our Fore- 
Fathers had for the flouriſhing of Religion, that they 

ſo Early Erected that Society, which hath been a great 
Bleſſing to the whole Land; a Fountain continually 
ſending forth fireams that have made Gad the City of 

our God; yea have refreſh'd diſtant Places alſo. 
But the Sovereign GOD hath in a ſudden and aw- 
full manner taken their Maſter from their Head; 
the Reverend & Learned Preſident || And it | 
is a matter of great importance to the Land, and 
particularly to theſe Churches, that this Breach be 
repair'd with One who 1s of eminent Learning, Pru- 
dence, Piety, and a faſt Friend to the Intereſts of 
CHRIST's Kingdom among us. My humble Re- 
queſt therefore 1s, that all needfull Encouragement | 
may be given to ſuch a Perſon to Reſide at the Col- | 
lege, and lay out himſelf in that Excellent Work of 
training up the Youth in Pure Religion, and good | 
Literature. May that GOD with whom is the Reſe- | 
due of the Spirit, fill that Chair with One who ſhall | 
be a Rich Gift to that Society, and a Rleſſing to 
the whole Land. May the Co/lrge Flouriſh ſo long | 
as the Sun and Moon ſhall endure ! 
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AGAIN, Endeavour in all proper ways to Promote 
Union, and good Agreement among this People, 
Heats and Animofities, Diviſions and Contentions 
are very provoking to GOD, eſpecially when found 
among Chriſtians; and very hurtful to the Com- 
mon-Wealth. For where there is Contention, there 
is Confuſion, and every Evil Work. Now it is a 
weighty Word which I find delivered by a great 
Divine, and ſhall ask leave to borrow it. If Ma- 
* giſtrates would Unite the People, then take heed, 
* agree among your ſelves, if you would haveUnion. 
* among the People : if the Corner-Stones once fall 
* afunder, you may eaſily expect many Cracks in 
the building : differences amongſt Governours 
** muſt needs cauſe ſtrange diſtractions among the 
* People —. But I ſhou'd further deſire, That 
if any ſuch be, you wou'd keep them among 
„your ſelves : If ſuch differences come abroad, they 
© cauſe great diviſions among the People . Let 
me then beſeech you to Follow Peace, and to Unite 
in promoting the Publick good, each One being 
ready to deny himſelf where the Honour of GOD, 
and the ſafety of the Common-Wealth call for it. 
The true and faithful Wirneſs teſtifies *, That 
every Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf, is brought to 
deſolation; and 22 City or Houſe divided againſt 
it ſelf, ſhall not ſtand. And ſurely this dark and 
ſtormy day requires you to Unite hearts aud hands 


— — — 


— —— —m—ͤ— — 


+ Mr. Strong, Select Sermons, P. 41 1, 412. 
* Mat. 12. 25. 
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for the Preſervation of the Country. The LOR D 
grant that our Jeruſalem may be builded as a City 
zbat is compact together, and that by your Means 

That you may have much of the Wiſdom, which is 
Jrom above, which is firſt pure, then peaceable —-. 
And Unite as One Man in Conſulting & Promoting 
the Publick Welfare. | 


AGAIN, Let me humbly Inquire, Whether ſome- 
thing further may not be done, zo put à ſtop to the 
the growth of Intemperance, and Exceſſive Drink- 
ing, which threatens us with an over- flowing Scourge 
of Woes and Miſeries. /i. 28. 1, 2. Wo to the 
Drunkards of Ephratm —— . Where this Sin pre- 
vails, it r GOD to withdraw even the com- 

mon Reſtraints of his Spirit. Eph. 5.18. Be not 

drunk with wine, wherein is Exceſs ; but be filled 
with the Spirit. Senſual, having not the Spirit, Jude 

v. 19. Now it is Notorious that this ſhametul Vice 

is dreadfully predominant in this Land. And it is 
high Time to inquire, Whether the numerous Li- 
cences given to Iaveru- let pers and other Retailers 

of Strong Drink, do not greatly provoke G0 D, 

and cauſe the guilt of this hainous Sin to lie heavy 

upon the Publick ? Is not the good uſe of Taverns 

miſchievouſſy perverted ? ls it not Scandalous to 

the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, that Publick Houſes 

ſhou'd be ſo much frequented: by Town-dwellers ? 

Undoubtedly it is. And it is your Duty b your 

__ and Authority ta teſtify againſt this 
U E. e 5 FE. 


Loſily, 


NW 1 


. ER, A TD Ay uM Ap. ws A As. r . a «+ > cp 


Ruling in the Fear of G O D. 


69 


Lafily, MY Text leads me to Commend it to 
Your Endeavours, That the Publick Faith and Faſtice 
be preſerved, relating to our Bills of Credit, which 
are ſunk much below the Value of their Denomi- 
nation. The Eighth and Ninth Commandments 
require You to take effectual Care that the Bills of 
Publick Credit, which are in a manner the only 
Medium of Trade, be not made a Cruel Engine of 
Oppreſſion. They that Rule over Men „ «ft be Fuſt. 
But I ſhall now Conclude in a Word; Let us all 
Cry to GOD to Pour out upon us the Spirit of 
Repentance and Reformation. O that GOD 
wou'd Unite the hearts of this People to fear his 
Name, and work Righteouſneſs ! Then we might. 
Hope to have that good Word fulfilled in us : 


Tſai. 58. 8, 9. Then ſball thy light break forth as 


the morning, and thine bealth ſhall . fring forth 


Jpeedily : and thy righteouſneſs ſhall go before thee, 
the 


glory of the 3 OR D ſhall be thy rere. ward. 
Then ſhalt thou call, and the L O R D ſhall ,p wer; 


thou ſhalt cry, and be ſhall ſay, Here I am. 


FINITS 
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"THE Reader is deſir d to take Notice, 
That the Firſt Doctrine, and ſeveral 
Paragraphs were omitted in Preaching; 
and to Correct the following miſtakes : 


Page 5. line 26. f. invinſible, r. invincible. p. 9. 1. 22. f. 
numurous r. numerous. p. 14. J. 20. f. Roman r. Rome. p. 
26. J. 11. f. as r. and. p. 29. 1 2. f. that r. their. p. 55. 1. 
3 from the bottom, f. Bleſſings r. Bleſſing. 
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